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Shut down Redwatch 


As part of our campaign to get the Redwatch 
website closed down, Searchlight has 
Felgere (tla el oterdca-leotMial(a MH lge(-Ma-t-[e(-1 eae) 
send to the Metropolitan Police, who now 
have the Redwatch file. 


To obtain postcards please visit 
AAAS Co) olait-lelalemaeli) 
phone: 020 76818660 or 
email editors@searchlight magazine.com 








Please post this to 


; Sir tan Blair QPM, MA 
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A phoney peace? 

Matthew Collins’s excellent dispatch from Northern 
Ireland is both depressing and shocking. War and 
terrorism, as we have known it for so many years, 
might have stopped, but the loyalist paramilitaries 
are still there and increasingly turning to racism. 
While there have been real and _ tangible 
improvements to the lives of ordinary people across 
Northern Ireland there can be no accommodation 
with racist and fascist activity. The authorities have 
been slow to deal with the appalling racist attacks 
which, as Matthew clearly states, have largely been 
instigated by the paramilitaries, and there is a 
widespread impression that these “low-level 
incidents” go unchallenged for the sake of the wider 
peace process. There is also a firm perception that 
the situation will only deteriorate if the Stormont 
Assembly is not restored in November. 

The attacks clearly have to stop. For a British 
government which has made community cohesion a 
major issue it is clearly unacceptable that Belfast is 
earning the title of the racist capital of Europe. 


Dodgy dealings 

The BNP’s latest money making venture — selling 
insurance — highlights once again how the party is 
on the edge of the law. Albion Life claims it does no 
more than introduce people to a Welsh-based 
insurance company but the promises on its website 
go beyond that. The hysterical and threatening email 


received from the BNP as we conducted our 
investigation shows clearly its own nervousness 
about being rumbled. 

The insurance business follows a succession of other 
dubious business initiatives from the BNP. From 
“Affordable Cars”, Nick Griffin's personal second- 
hand car business, to “Civil Liberty”, the BNP’s 
human rights front which tells overseas supporters 
that it is a way to fund the BNP, the fascist party runs 
operations that could easily come out of Only Fools 
and Horses. It would be funny if it were not so serious. 
Time and again, Searchlight and others have 
highlighted the strange business and_ financial 
practices within the BNP. How come four people 
can donate £1000.01 on exactly the same day? How 
does the BNP get away with using loan repayments 
as a tax-free way to boost wages? How can a party 
which claims to have an annual income of £700,000 
receive only one or two donations over £1,000? 

It is time that the authorities, be they the Electoral 
Commission, HM Revenue and Customs or the 
Financial Services Authority, take a serious look at 


the BNP finances. 


Constant danger 

While Searchlight devotes most of its time to the 
electoral threat from far-right parties, the arrests in 
Belgium of 17 nazis, including several soldiers, sis a 
reminder of their ever-present danger. 

With the growing internationalisation of the more 
violent elements of the nazi scene, demonstrated 
graphically by the way nazi websites across the world 
related the arrests, the threat in one country should 
be viewed as a danger to everyone. 
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Arrested nazi terrorists included soldiers 





By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht and 
Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 


two-year operation by the 

Belgian police culminated in a 

massive raid on 20 private 

houses and the arrest of 15 
men and two women. Two small 
trucks full of modern and heavy arms, 
bullet-proof jackets, large amounts 
of ammunition, detonators for 
landmines and a small bomb big 
enough to blow up a car were seized 
in the raids on 7 September. 

Police also swooped on military 
barracks in Leopoldsburg, Kleine 
Brogel, Peer, Brussels and Zedelgem. 

The suspects, nine of them soldiers, 
are members of Blood, Soil, Honour 
and Loyalty (BBET), a split-off from 
the nazi Blood and Honour Flanders 
organisation. They were allegedly 
planning terrorist attacks in Belgium 
in a bid to destabilise society. 

A letter claiming responsibility for 
the planned bombings had already 
been drafted, according to sources at 
the Belgian Justice Department. 

The alleged leader of the would-be 
terrorist gang is Thomas Boutens, 25, 
a soldier whose ex-girlfriend Tamara 
van Aelst, 25, runs the notorious 
BBET hangout the Viking Bar, in 
Leopoldsburg, a village that houses a 
military garrison. Marc Horemans 
from Antwerp has been described 


as the BBET’s chief ideological 
wirepuller. 
Boutens’s_ activities apparently 


included organising military training, 
survival weekends and_ shooting 
practice, and setting up an arms 
trafficking business. One of the 
reasons for the sudden _ police 
intervention was that the nazis’ arms 
dealing was getting out of hand and 
the authorities wanted to stop the 
weapons reaching the black market. 
According to the Justice Department, 
the group was well trained, well 
organised and highly motivated to 
carry out attacks. 

The BBET’s ideology is a rabid 
mix of virulent racism, antisemitism 
and Holocaust denial. It preaches 
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so-called revolutionary _ national 
socialism and worship of Hitler's 
Third Reich. 

The organisation was established 
because a group was dissatisfied with 
the activities of Blood and Honour 
Flanders, which is notorious for 
organising nazi concerts that 
entertain boneheads from Germany, 
Belgium and the Netherlands almost 
every month without any 
intervention from the authorities. 

Despite the relative success of 
Blood and Honour Flanders, the BBET 
wants more than beer drinking and 
random punch-ups. It sees itself as the 
vanguard of the white revolution and 
planned to murder politicians of both 
the right and the left. Other 
documents found in the group’s 
possession targeted migrants, Jews 
and a number of other individuals. 

The BBET’s website is similar to 
other nazi websites and contains all 
the usual brain-rotting propaganda: 
denial of the authenticity of the diary 
of Anne Frank, admiration of Hitler, 
interviews with geriatric Hitler fans 
such as Florentine Rost van 
Tonningen, the obligatory links to the 


right: Thomas Boutens, neo-nazi and 
professional soldier 

below: Tamara van Aelst, who runs the nazi 
watering-hole, the Viking bar 
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Ku Klux Klan and calls for the 
destruction of the Iewish enemy”. 

BBET has cultivated contacts with 
nazi hooligans in Flanders and 
with the Dutch nazi groups, the 
National Alliance (NA), Dutch People’s 
Union (NVU) and Blood and Honour 
(see Searchlight August 2006). 

In 2005 the NA and BBET organised 
joint lectures headed “Race and reality 
- towards the extinction of the white 
race?” and “Activism and Zionism’. 
Members of the NA visited at least 
two demonstrations in Flanders that 
were partly organised by the BBET. To 
seal the link, the internet server of Jan 
Teijn, the NA chairman, hosted the 
BBET’s mail address for a period. 

Members of the NVU also visit 
meetings organised by the BBET in 
Flanders and BBET members have 
participated in NVU demonstrations. 
On 1 July the NVU organised a 
demonstration against “Zionism” 
and in support of Iran. Although the 
BBET was not able to attend, it did 
send greetings. 

The day after the main raids, the 
police searched two houses around 
Mechelen and Antwerp where they 
arrested two arms dealers and 
confiscated 50 and 60 weapons 
respectively. The military command 
has suspended 12 soldiers who are 
under investigation but seven 
suspects have been released. 


Nazi gig scrapped 

A useful by-product of the raids was 
that a gig planned for 9 September by 
Blood and Honour Flanders had to be 
scrapped. The concert, to be staged 
at a secret venue, was billed as an 
“lan Stuart Memorial” event and was 
to have featured six nazi rock bands 
from the UK, Germany, Sweden and 
Russia: Warlord, PWA, Ultima Ratio, 
English Rose, Kommando — Skin 
and Fyrdung. 

Blood and Honour Flanders held 
nazi rock festivals in March and August 
successfully using the same formula of 
finding low profile venues, known 
only by locals, in small towns in the 
Antwerp and Brussels regions. 

The August gig in Boortmeerbeek — 
supposedly “for imprisoned nation- 
alists” - was allowed to go ahead even 
though the federal Belgian police 
found out well in advance where the 
“secret” Hitlerfest would take place. 
Boortmeerbeek’s mayor also refused 
to take any action against the illegal 
activities and instructed the police 
to look after public order outside 
the venue. <i 

























SWEDEN: Nazi election sabotage 


THE SWEDISH ELECTION CAMPAIGN was overshadowed 
by nazi sabotage. Nazis torched several temporary election offices 
and destroyed propaganda material in their campaign against the 
established parties. 

The terror campaign in the run-up to the general election on 
17 September started with the deliberate destruction of 
Communist Party and Left Party posters in Gothenburg and 
spread across the whole country. After the Gothenburg 
violence, the nazis claimed responsibility in their online 
newspaper Info-14, writing: “The Nationalists behind the 
symbolic actions hope that the signals have reached the openly 
communistic [sic] parties like a fist to the face and that they will 
not have to see communist propaganda in the city”. The article 
concluded with a promise to report any further attacks. 

Within hours, Jnfo-14 had published another article about 
the sabotage, this time with pictures and even more menacing |” 
language. “It is Info-14s opinion that there shall be freedom of | 
speech. A person with a disgusting opinion shall be able to have / 
that so we can reject and crush it ...” 

Following those reports, a mini-wave of vandalism and arson 
aimed at temporary election office buildings broke out in southern 
and central Sweden. The loosely connected network of autonomous 
nazis around Info-14 are again the most likely culprits. They have | 
latched on to the elections in a frantic bid to convince sceptics & 
among the rest of Sweden's nazis that they have hair on their chests. 


From Daniel Poohl for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


2007 calendar 


A tribute to Searchlight 
photographer Mike Cohen 
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including UK p&p 
Searchlight’s calendar 


includes some of 
Mike’s stunning social 
and political 
photographs alongside 
next year’s main labour 
movement events 
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Investigation 


Ina country that has 
witnessed so much 
murder, bloodshed and 
misery over the past 

40 years, another family 
under threat should not 
be news. But this is 
different. 

While everyone is 
congratulating 
themselves on apparent 
peace in Northern 
Ireland, anew war is 
being waged - racism. 
And itis a war in which 
few people seem to be 
interested. 

Matthew Collins visited 
Northern Ireland last 
month to bring us this 
shocking report on the 
silent war. 


Patrick Yu, Northern 
Nccitelavem @ColU Lavell ih coy g 
Ethnic Minorities 
Pictures: 

Matthew Collins 







atrick Yu is driving us back 
from Londonderry with one 
hand on the wheel while 
gesticulating between gear 
changes with the other. 

As tour guides go, Hong Kong born 
Yu is impressive. Heading off the 
motorway, Yu points out Belfast’s 
infamous landmarks and occasionally 
the cultural ones, giving us a potted 
history as he goes of the neatly navigated 
and sectarian geography of almost every 
road and street. Asked what is his 
favourite building in his adopted city, 
he settles for the former poorhouse. 

Patrick is not a taxi driver however. 
He is a human rights lawyer and the 
head of the Northern Ireland Council 
for Ethnic Minorities. There is not one 
politician across the entire political 
spectrum who has not had dealings with 
him or his organisation. 

Racism is rising fast in Northern 
Ireland. Racist incidents have increased 
by 15% in the past year but it is also the 
growing ferocity and systematic nature 
of these hate crimes that is shocking. 
In the very streets that for so long have 
been divided by sectarian and religious 
conflict, the province is now earning 
itself a new reputation as the racist 
capital of Europe. And many of the 
same religious gangsters are behind this 
new wave of violence. 

NICEM is the voice of the growing 
number of people across the province 
who are suffering in near silence as 
Northern Ireland attempts to come to 
grips with an upsurge of racist incidents 
as indiscriminate and as violent as was 
the sectarian violence for which it is 
most infamous. Over our next few days 
in Northern Ireland, we come to realise 
that not everyone wants to listen or take 
responsibility for the circumstances in 
which hatreds and misunderstandings 
so easily flourish. And as we already 
suspected we learn that nothing really 
happens here without the consent 
or knowledge of paramilitaries. 

“IT don't think we're the race 
hate capital of Europe,” says 
Patrick. “Who knows 
what goes on in other 
countries, but I do 
know here, that 
there is a very 
real problem. It 
certainly has 
». got worse, a lot 
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The view of Belfast from Stormont 


worse, things are changing here, more 
people, more faces, new languages, people 
don't always like or understand this.” 
There are no precise figures of how 
many people have been forced to leave 
their homes due to racism. However, in 
an 18-month period from 2003, a 
staggering 150 people approached 
NICEM in south Belfast when 
the Ulster Volunteer Force unit in the 
Donegall Pass and Village area decided 
to “ethnically cleanse” their district of 
the Chinese community after an 
apparent falling out over protection 
money being paid to the organisation. 
At one stage in that period, the entire 
leadership of the UVF-aligned 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) 
arrived at NICEM looking “very grim’, 
according to Patrick Yu, to deliver a 
warning that the Donegall Pass and 
Village UVF unit was threatening to 
“shoot every Chinese person in south 
Belfast”. Yu explained that this threat 
came after a restaurant owner baulked 
at an increase in protection money. 
The businessman had originally ap- 
proached the UVF over a problem with 
a neighbouring restaurant and an 


alleged Triad gang. 








Sixty people were eventually “put 
out”, including African students, people 
from the former Soviet Republics, 
students and nurses. One house, used by 
the Chinese community as a hostel for 
asylum seekers, was broken into and a 
man and a pregnant woman attacked by 
four men with baseball bats. The PUP 
leader David Ervine and Yu managed to 
restore “calm” and persuaded a local 
hotelier to house people. NICEM and 
the PUP issued a joint statement 
condemning the upsurge in racism. 

The local UVF leader was arrested 
over vicious, racist posters aimed at 
the Chinese community, but was not 
“stood down”, as reported in Searchlight 
in February 2004. Ervine, at the 
time considered extremely close to the 
UVF leadership, is said by Yu to have 
been “furious”. 


Putting out 
When we arrive back at Patrick’s office in 
Belfast, large files detailing incidents 
ranging from racist language right up to 
the use of pipe bombs against minorities, 
await us. They are harrowing reading. 
There is a culture in some parts of 
Northern Ireland, particularly in the 


LIVING WITH HATE AND FEAR 


Sonny 


Sonny has lived in Belfast since he 
was five. His family moved to 
Northern Ireland from London's 
Brick Lane in 1978 because it “was 
unsafe for Asians living there, there 
was too much racism’. 

He and his brother run a 
successful takeaway which serves 
both sides of the community. 
Neither brother is religious though 
they respect their parents’ beliefs, 
which are not particularly strict. 

Sonny experienced no problems 
until the 9/11 attack on the World 
Trade Centre. As he was preparing 
to open that night, a man walked 
into the takeaway and demanded 
£500 protection money, casually 
laying a pistol on the counter. “I told 
him | did not have that sort of 
money and he told me to‘shut your 
fucking shop for the rest of the 
week and I'll come and get the 
money at your parents’ place’. 

“| knew what that meant, so we 
borrowed from cousins in London.’ 
Since then, things have, according 
to Sonny, “not been too bad, really”. 

In 2005 he married a local girl, a 
Catholic, whom he had been seeing 
for over a year. “Marie” did not 
convert to Islam, though she does 
cover herself, like the other ladies 
in Sonny’s family, for family 





inner cities but also in some rural 
areas, that it is generally better to leave 
your home and never return should you 
fall foul of paramilitary gangsters. 
The common term for being forced out 
is being “put out” (of your home). 

Depending upon the so-called 
“quality” of the paramilitary leadership 
in an area, families or individuals will 
be put out after a series of warnings 
over general antisocial behaviour, 
unsanctioned drug dealing, excessive 
noise, etc. In many heavily para- 
militarised areas, going to the local 
paramilitary commander with a 
complaint about a neighbour or 
individual is quicker than going to 
the council and sadly far safer than 
calling the police. 

In other areas, the largest number of 
displacements are the result of the 


constant internal fallings-out between ,%™ 


paramilitaries of the same or similar 
organisations. One paramilitary 
source who “entertained” us told us 


gatherings. “She's treated very 
special by my family, we appreciate 
the way she has respect for our 
culture. They don’t ask her to cover, 
but she does if she’s at someone 
else’s house.” 

For Marie life has changed.“When 
we were dating, my friends and 
family were sort of okay about it, 
they just didn’t think it would or 
could last.’ 

They were married at the registry 
office. Only Marie’s sister and 
brother-in-law attended from her 
side of the family. “Most of my 
family disowned me and most of 
my friends too. It feels like I’ve 
married a Protestant,’ she quips. 
“My cousin called me a ‘Paki Prod*’ 

When the recent terror scare 
clogged up Britain's airports, Marie 
was leaving the mosque where she 
had picked up Sonny’s parents in 
her car. “A man walked straight up 
to me and yanked at my head scarf 
and said ‘get that off your fucking 
head you fucking slut or | swear to 
God I'll kill you and your whole 
fucking family, and just walked off. 

“Sonny tries not to see or hear 
what is happening here, but it really 
is obvious to me. | want to move to 
London, things there could never 
be as bad as here.’ 


he does not think he’ll ever fire a shot 
across the religious divide again. 
Ongoing regeneration is visible all 
over Belfast and with it there is evidence 
that eastern Europeans are settling and 
working in Belfast city centre’s trendy 
new bars and restaurants. Most bars and 
pubs refuse entry to 
people wearing 
football 
shirts, not 
only those of | 
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the traditional enemies, but all shirts. 
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There would appear to be a consensus - 
that people really do not need to fight if Offences Recorded by Type of Offence 2 


they also have to mix. Figures supplied by the PSNI 

“Tt’s just something we don’t want in “Ist April 2005-3 1st March 2006, 
here. We want to remove every possible _ 
motive for disagreement or con- 
frontation. Sadly people choose football 
shirts sometimes to make particular 
comment about their religion or beliefs. 
It’s not just Rangers and Celtic either. 
There’s any number of other Scottish or 
English clubs that people take issue 
with, so none of the bars here allow it,” 
the manager of a busy cosmopolitan bar 
told us. 

Last year, one Polish kitchen worker 
bought himself a Celtic shirt the day 
that Celtic won the Scottish Premier 
League. At the end of his shift he put 
the shirt on, waved goodbye to his 
colleagues and headed off home. “He'd 
been gone about five minutes when I 
suddenly dropped everything and 
charged off after him. He was happily 
walking toward a staunchly Protestant, 
loyalist neighbourhood with his new 
Celtic shirt on, already getting very 
agitated looks. I reckon another 
hundred metres on and I would have 
been burying him in his shirt.” 

Two days later the Polish worker 
came to work looking concerned. 
Over the weekend a neighbour had 
knocked on his door and warned him 
that she had been visited by a 
paramilitary who asked if the Pole was a 
nuisance neighbour. “His face was all 
drained. “Why do they want to shoot 
me? he asked. Sometimes I think 
Northern Ireland should come with a 
health warning,” he sighed. 
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Statistics from NICEM show that } 
87% of race crime is not } 
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Graffiti removal 
Jolena Flett is an American 
criminologist working for NICEM as a 
case worker. “People who come to 
Northern Ireland to work or claim 
asylum know very little about the 
conflict,” she says. “They know there has 
been some trouble, but not the history, 
context or the intensity of it.” 

Like Yu, she is an excellent guide and, 
unusually for an American in Ireland, 
has no personal or self-gratifying 


agenda. “I actually wanted to work in ‘ 
Dublin,” she sighs. fe ND SOITUBELEA 
Belfast’s regeneration has brought an OF & 

intense graffiti removal programme. i ARGH 
In south Belfast, in particular the ; 

notorious Donegall Pass and Village CA Ete 

area, where loyalist paramilitaries yey | Ny Q-RT 
sprayed swastikas and anti-Chinese : 
slogans two years ago (leading a Sinn 
Fein councillor to describe the district 
as like Nazi Germany), the walls have 
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been white-washed clean and new 
graffiti, generally declarations of love 
between teenagers, are allowed to 
remain. But this doesn’t mean that 
paramilitaries have gone or in any way 
loosened their grip on working-class 
communities. 

“They're still very much here” says 
Jolena. “On the recent bonfire night [11 
July] I was visiting a community worker 
who worked in one particular area of 
Belfast and I went looking for a toilet. I 
was stopped from leaving by men with 
machine guns on open display and 
questioned as to why I was in their area.” 

Suburban Belfast is still divided 
among the paramilitary groups that 
continue to operate there. Flags at 
each end of a street let you know 
which paramilitary group has control. 
Recently, some streets have started 
displaying the Israeli flag, while 
swastikas and white power slogans 
are clearly penned on walls and 
garage doors. The conflict mindset is 
still dominant. 

The murals depicting men of 
violence prepared to defend “their” 
communities over the past 37 years 
are however disappearing. Some loyalist 
leaders are commissioning new murals 
depicting the history of Ulster 
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|, common assault / aggravated assault and assault on police. 


Protestantism. That often means 
William of Orange and his soldiers 
crushing Catholic armies in the 
17th century. 

In areas where Ireland’s oldest 
paramilitary group, the UVF, is 
particularly dominant, it is more 
common to see glorification of the 36th 
Ulster Division of the British Army, 
made up of both Protestants and 
Catholics who fought in the Battle of 
the Somme in July 1916. The UVF, 
which was formed in 1966, still portrays 
itself as the descendant of the original 
UVF, the movement founded in 1912 
by Sir Edward Carson to fight against 
Home Rule. Many of its members 
joined the 36th Ulster Division and 
died at the Somme. 

When contacted by individuals or 
groups that need help with the problem 
of racism and violence, it is Jolena who 
will navigate these streets and the 
estates of which they form part to help 
victims of intimidation and harassment. 
She'd prefer not to, but admits there are 
occasions when she does have to 
approach paramilitaries to beg for time 
or help. 

“Sometimes you have to ask them, 
‘how long have I got’ or ‘can I have until 
the end of the week’ but that is an 





extreme scenario. If the issue is 
antisocial behaviour, it’s really difficult 
and in the case of violence non- 
negotiable.” 

Surprisingly, it’s also not unusual for 
paramilitaries to step in to stop violence 
and intimidation, but this willingness 
can vary by time and place. 

Any change in appearance or make- 
up of the community is violently 
resisted. Not always will an attacker or 
intimidator actually be a member of the 
organisation he or she claims to 
represent. The paramilitaries have so 
widely given their names to violence 
and have done so little other than sign 
agreements that they have broken that 
“legitimate” use of the name of an 
organisation is rarely questioned. 

The Ulster Defence Association for 
instance has of late dissipated into large 
gangs strewn across the province that 
carry the same name and symbolism. 
A recent internal squabble, allegedly 
over drugs, saw hundreds of young men 
behind the leaders of different factions 
congregating in Belfast in a stand-off 
that lasted all night. The leadership of 
one faction left Ireland the next day. 

As we drive through south Belfast, we 
pass through streets with many empty 
houses, the result of internal loyalist 
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LIVING WITH HATE AND FEAR 


Becky 


Becky, 36, met her Moroccan 
husband, a chef, five years ago in 
London. They set up home in East 
Belfast, where she owned a flat, 
and they married in 2003, twice, 
once in the mosque and once ina 
registry office. Her family refused 
to attend either ceremony. 

After they suffered harassment 
from a neighbour, other neigh- 
bours approached the _ local 
paramilitaries who issued a 
warning to the neighbour to 
desist. But life was already 
becoming “uncomfortable” for 
the couple and Becky's husband 
was being subjected to racist 
torments at work. 

In early 2004 they moved to a 
village near Newtownards, Co 
Down. They had a house with a 
garden and Becky was expecting a 
child. It was not long before they 
were targeted again. 

Stones were thrown at their 
windows and people would bang 
on their front door at all hours. One 
person made a habit of harassing 
the couple whenever he saw them, 
shouting abuse and_ following 
them in his car. If they were 
gardening at the front of the 
house he would throw objects or 
even spit at them. “It became 
unbearable, my husband was shell- 
shocked from the moment we 
moved there,’ she recalls. 

Remembering the help they had 
received in Belfast, they got a 
neighbour to approach _para- 
militaries on their behalf. 

“Two days later we awoke and 
our house and the lamppost 
outside had leaflets on them. 
| thought at first that the para- 
militaries had come to my aid.” 

But they had not. Their tormentor 
had put them there and he and his 
friends were about to step up their 
campaign. “They stood at our front 
gate all day and most of the night. 
They played loud music from cars, 
threw rubbish in our garden, 
basically kept us prisoner.’ Becky’s 
husband took it particularly hard. 
“He talked with our friendly 





neighbours who used to enter our 
house from the back and they 
begged him not to confront them.” 

Becky miscarried and the couple 
were devastated. The police, who 
did not have a station in the 
village, had begun to visit 
the home regularly over the 
complaints about the intimidation. 
“We were told to ‘stick it out’ 
and offered a security system, but 
they said there was not much they 
could do really.’ 

In July 2004, members of a 
“kick the pope” marching band 
congregated in the couple's 
garden to play sectarian tunes. 
They even shouted through the 
letter box for Becky to send 
the “wee Fenian fucker” out so 
they could put him on. their 
traditional bonfire. 

Three months later the police 
finally acted. They charged 
Becky’s husband with threatening 
behaviour when, at the end his 
tether, he snapped and confronted 
their tormentor. The couple 
then laid counter charges against 
their tormentor and fled the 
village. Outraged neighbours 
begged them not to go but 
she refused another approach to 
the paramilitaries. An approach 
to a loyalist politician was also, 
according to _ Becky, 
“ignored”. 

The following year, ~ 
ae p rie sis ed), 
uncommunicative and 
receiving counselling, 
Becky’s husband rang 
his father-in-law and 
asked him to take care of 
her. He was a broken man, 
feeling he had let his wife 
down, unable to protect and 
provide for her. Against the advice 
of the police Becky had dropped 
the charges and is unlikely to 
receive compensation. 

She has not seen her husband in 
over a year. They have spoken on 
the phone a couple of times but 
the marriage is in limbo. They are 
both suffering and both alone. 
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pogroms or the simple fact that people 
do not want to live there. Jolena tacitly 
agrees with Ervine that a declining 
Protestant birth rate has contributed to 
the large influx of foreign nationals 
to Protestant areas of Belfast. 

Both Patrick and Jolena argue 
passionately that education, employ- 
ment and better integration are the key 
to preventing bored young men feeling 
the need to instigate pogroms or indeed 
stand in large groups outside the many 
backstreet bars with no windows and 
only paramilitary insignia. She points to 
a lack of maturity and discussion about 
what has happened in Northern Ireland 
internally. Some paramilitary groups 
and their leaders are now less “secret 
armies” and more akin to heavily 
tattooed body builders in gold chains, 
giving interviews to the newspapers and 
television about their vast amounts of 
wealth. Any claim they had to be 
remembered as defenders of com- 
munities is long ago soiled. 

Racist attacks and intimidation are 
not confined to Unionist and loyalist 
areas. However, given the nature of the 
relationship of people in nationalist and 
republican areas with the police, the 
level of crime reporting is low and 
encouraged to be so. 

The West Belfast “welcome pack”, for 
people coming to Republican West 
Belfast, offers little encouragement to 
new residents to integrate with the wider 
community. The group behind it, West 
Against Racism Network (WARN), part 
of the Falls Community Council, urges 
residents to contact them if they are the 
victim of racism. It goes on: 

“The police force in the North of 
Ireland (the PSNI) is seen by most 
people here as an extension of the 
British state and has no support. 
You should avoid calling them 
into the area, unless it is a 
necessity, e.g. for insurance 





















purposes. If the PSNI ask questions 
about your neighbours, you should not 
answer them and you should inform 
your local community centre or 
councillor at once.” 

In most cases of course, it is the 
neighbours who are carrying out 
the intimidation and harassment. 


Roadblock 

The political process in Northern 
Ireland is stumbling. The architects of 
the Good Friday Agreement, the SDLP 
and Ulster Unionist Party, have lost 
votes to Sinn Fein and Ian Paisley’s 
Democratic Unionist Party respectively. 

Alex Maskey is the Sinn Fein 
Member of the Legislative Assembly 
(MLA) for south Belfast, and the 
former mayor of Belfast. In his 
constituency office, a group of Chinese 
women are waiting patiently, chatting 
quietly, for their appointment with him. 
He immediately talks of community 
cohesion and acknowledges readily that 
despite the difficult geography of his 
constituency, he has to take the lead on 
community engagement “even if it is 
physically impossible for me to do so 
personally in some areas”. 

Maskey’s difficulties appear common 
with other politicians. There is an air of 
all care and no responsibility, be it as a 
former paramilitary or as the 
spokesman for the second largest 
party in Northern Ireland. He claims to 
have heard of WARN, but not to know 
the content of its “welcome pack”. 
He condemns outright the rise in racist 
violence and accepts racism is a cross- 
community problem but feels there is 
little that can really be achieved without 
a proper functioning government at 
Stormont, seat of Northern Ireland’s 
suspended parliament. 

In Belfast City Hall, Ervine, the 
MLA for Belfast East, raises his 
eyebrows and squints. He offers a cup of 


Alex Maskey Sinn Fein MLA, 
south Belfast 








tea, but it never arrives. “I do not know 
what the UVF leadership are thinking, 
but I do know that they are not racists. 
As you know, they put the racists out, 
this a discussion we've had before.” 

Ervine touches on ‘Triad gangs, 
“we have three here,” and accepts change 
is not always acceptable to people. 
“But change does have to happen.” 
He has a list of impressive achievements 
and statements on racism and was party 
to the Holocaust exhibition in Belfast 
and Holocaust Memorial Day. “I’ve seen 
the Nazi death camps, been to them. 
Do you think I would welcome that to 
Northern Ireland?” 

Ervine chastises me over my 
definitions of unionism and loyalism. 
Ervine and the PUP firmly believe 
that Protestantism and unionism are 
part of the history of the whole of 
Ireland’s history. 

It’s easier with Ervine to ask awkward 
questions. Shouldn't the UVF and other 
loyalist paramilitaries, for instance, take 
some of the responsibility and the 
blame for the racism and the violence? 
“And why not Republicans?” he fires 
back. “They carried out some of the 
most brutal, vicious and indiscriminate 
acts of violence in this history, are you 
saying they are blameless?” 

Quickly the conversation is steered 
onto other matters, but I want to come 
back to the responsibility issue. If the 
war is over, what will the UVF do about 
all those men prepared to kill and be 
killed for their beliefs still living in 
siege-like communities? What happens 
to the “People’s Army” that is the UVF? 

“No decision has been made, and no 
decision will be made until after 
November [the deadline for political 
agreement over a government at 
Stormont], but my wish is, and sincerely 
is, that these people support the 
peace process and get on with their 
lives.” It is as simple and uncomplicated 
as that, apparently. 

“We need more tourism here, we need 
change, we want regeneration, we want 
dialogue and we want justice. This can 
only happen if we get back to Stormont.” 

Restoring the political process 
appears to be a prerequisite for 
stemming the tide of racial attacks but 
few people have much faith that will 
happen. Ervine put it eloquently 
enough when he described the DUP as 
“waiting for the last Republican 
shoplifter to be locked up”. 

If they do not reach agreement, like 
most things that just get a new paint 
job, any foundation and any real future 
and desire for change will probably 
just collapse. =~ 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain's Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 
Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-L and 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


DLIGANS 2 


Wick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
liefel fe Flake r-laye py 
lf Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
FYer Vide latidel-lare ls 
i Lookat how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This anda whole lot moreis 
contained in Hooligans 
















Ulster Defence 
Association (UDA) 
The UDA is the largest 
protestant (loyalist) 
paramilitary group in 
IN oladatclaamticitelare 
Run as six independent 
mile lolaatwadat-) ara) aluge)| 
specific areas of the six 
counties, it is by far the 
most active and militant 
of the current 
paramilitaries yet to 
disband. It has a 
“progressive” figurehead, 
who entertains the Irish 
President at his property 
for discussions related to 
the peace process and the 
future of Northern Ireland. 

The UDA has shrunk to 
little over 1,000 members 
since widely publicised 
yaelul irolarsra]arel alice lanaiarep 
Walaa) ale) nere)gcyaare)ay 610\@.-1010) 
willingly active. However, 
it can quite easily muster 
lalelaelgcve (ye) ji eY=t0) ©) (-)--(algo 
the province for shows of 
Ciigcerelian 

Regarded as being in 
breach of the cease-fire, 
the UDA and its UFF 
(Ulster Freedom Fighters) 
nom-de-plume is a 
favourite of the mainland 
lele dejaie he areata 
yyavelanaaleles ahve 
racketeering and drug 
Celcr | ale) alta aaredrelarliny, 








Ulster Volunteer Fo 
(UVF) : 


Known affectionately as the — 


cle) ow Ana Ar-lale| 
occasionally run like one, 
the UVF has been “cleaning 
up’ of late. Tightly controlled 
and “secretive”, the UVF is 
NVitel<Wa cave fe] (olcleli voll are Vc 
committed the first murder 
of the Troubles in 1966. 
Loyalist nostalgia aside, 
the UVF has a vicious 
reputation for sectarianism. 
Though it does 
acknowledge its faults, it 
rarely apologises for them. 
Militantly in favour of the 
Good Friday Agreement, 
ecdatcvelal Wale cli cis 
paramilitary group with 
representation at Stormont 
in the guise of David Ervine 
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d a video to prove it. 
fol fo} ole] fer] [-ler<\qn’ Ao) 
non-conformity to British 
rule does however 
continue in areas where it 
was most active or strong. 
It now has unprecedented 
political will and potential 
to oversee a progressive 
political agenda (via its 
political wing, Sinn Fein). 
Some former members and 
supporters have left the 
organisation to continue 
the “armed struggle” while 
current key personnel are 
Elaelhy-101 (0) solateteyi are] 
criminality and 
Matatever-) 9) eo) [are ky 
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Real IRA 

A largely rural-based 
Eye)iiaikclme|colu| oa ate} 
opposes the Good Friday © 
Agreement, the Real IRA is 
currently engagedina 
bombing campaig 
against British-owned 
businesses in and around 
County Tyrone and Newry. 
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Call to treat racist attacks as 
ceasefire breaches 


By Henry McDonald 


THE INDEPENDENT Monitoring 
Commission should record racist 
attacks by loyalists as breaches of 
the UDA and UVF ceasefires, an 
Ireland-wide study into racism has 
recommended. 

The authors of the new book on racist 
attitudes across the island say that 
denying that loyalist terror groups and 
their members were responsible for the 
upsurge in xenophobic attacks was akin 
to “condemning racism in Mississippi 
without naming the KKK”. 

The IMC was set up to adjudicate on 
the status of the IRA and _ loyalist 
ceasefires. Its reports analyse the extent 
to which terrorist groups on both sides 
are still engaged in illegal activities 
including violence. So far the IMC has 
not reported on racist incidents involving 
paramilitaries, namely assaults by 
individuals or units of the loyalist forces. 

They also accuse the British 
government of nurturing an environ- 
ment that encouraged loyalists to go on 
attacking the new immigrants living in 
Northern Ireland. 

Ronit Lentin, a senior sociology 
lecturer at Trinity College Dublin, 
and Dr Robbie McVeigh from 
the University of Ulster claim that the 
British government is more interested 
in appeasing loyalists than tackling the 
organisations over their continued 
involvement in racist attacks. 

They point out that not only the 
IMC but also the Loyalist Commission 
have failed to challenge the loyalist 
terror groups over the role their 
members play in racist intimidation. 

“There is no evidence of any of 
the representatives or institutions of the 
establishment — the Chief Constable, 
the Secretary of State, the Taoiseach — 
taking them (UVF, UDA, LVF) to task 
for this violence, let alone refusing to 
engage with them until loyalist racist 
violence has ended. 

“The implications being that racist 


violence did not matter. To draw an 
analogy here — this is the equivalence of 
the government and the police sitting 
down with a commission involving 
the British National Party about the 
‘concerns of their community’ and 
failing to address the issue of racism. 

“Tt is typical of the denial of racism in 
Ireland, where state actors are keen to 
go on diminishing its effect, dubbing 
race crimes ‘racially motivated 
incidents’, and refuse to name the 
perpetrators, arguing they are ‘only’ a 
handful of ‘ignorant’ individuals,” 
Lentin and McVeigh argue. 

Racist violence has escalated in 
Northern Ireland over the past six years 
leading the German current affairs 
magazine Der Spiegel to label Belfast as 
the “race hate capital of Europe”. 

Figures from the Police Service of 
Northern Ireland show that in 2004 
there were 444 racial incidents compared 
to 299 such attacks the previous year. 
The majority of the assaults took place in 
or close to loyalist working class areas. 

In places such as the Village and 
Donegall Pass in South Belfast it was 
individual members of the UVF who 
spearheaded attacks and campaigns of 
vilification against ethnic minorities. 
In March 2004 a racist leaflet was 
distributed around Donegall Pass in 
opposition to the construction of a 
Chinese community centre. It warned that 
the number of Chinese people living and 
working in Donegall Pass “undermines 
the community’s Britishness”. 

The UVF leadership and its political 
allies in the Progressive Unionist Party 
protest that they are totally opposed to 
racism and the far right. Last summer 
the PUP launched a poster campaign 
showing people from ethnic minorities 
serving in the British Armed Forces 
with a headline stating it was anti- 
British to be racist. Just after the 1994 
loyalist ceasefires the UVF also drove 
the neo-nazi Combat 18 group out of 








east Belfast. The latter organisation 
later became allied during the 
Drumcree crisis to the anti-ceasefire 
Loyalist Volunteer Force. 

In After Optimism? Ireland, Racism, 
Globalisation, Lentin and McVeigh 
also allege that the Republic of Ireland 
has evolved into a “constitutionally 
racist state”. 

They contend that the 2004 
Citizenship Referendum, aimed at 
limiting the number of immigrants 
who could claim Irish nationality, 
redefined Irishness on the basis of 
“blood and soil”. 

Both say they have encountered 
resistance even from their own students 
to the idea that racism exists in the 
Republic. “The students argued that 
the Irish, having experienced anti-Irish 
racism, lack the power to be racist.” 

On the 2004 citizenship referendum 
the authors say: “Almost 80 per cent of 
the Republic’s electorate voted to link 
soil and blood by constitutionally 
differentiating, for the first time in 
Ireland’s history, between citizen and 
non-citizen”. 

They add: “Our premise in this book 
is that Ireland has been evolving from 
being, like other nation-states, a racial 
state in which ‘race’ and ‘nation’ are 
defined in terms of each other”. 

The authors describe Ireland as 
having been transformed into one of the 
“gated communities” of the globalised 
world shutting out new people via its 
revised constitution. 

Lentin and McVeigh accuse what 
they call the Republic’s “race relations 
industry” of being in denial about the 
prevalence of racism in Ireland. ~<j 


After Optimism? Ireland, Racism and 
Globalisation is published by Metro 
Eireann, price €16 or £12. 


@ Henry McDonald writes for 
The Observer 
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Blinkered 


Matthew Collins talks to one family about a racist murder the authorities refused to accept. 


What should happen if 
someone’s killer calls 
them a ‘Paki Bastard’ 
while they’re lying dying? 
Can you tell me? 


Bharat Sharma and I both know the 
answer. It shouldnt be a difficult 
question. As we drive through Co 
Antrim’s country lanes, Bharat is 
reliving an anger and sense of frustrated 
bewilderment that has not subsided 
once since his brother Brij was 
murdered in April 2004. Neither is it 
likely to do so. 

Bharat is not alleging a cover-up or 

































Bharat Sharma 


conspiracy. He has come around to 
thinking that it is simply “too hard” for 
the authorities in Northern Ireland to 
contemplate racist murders as a reality. 
“Everyone says ‘things are getting 
better’. Perhaps they are, but not for my 
family.” 

Two brothers, Stephen McGlone, 22, 
and Mark McGlone, 26, were originally 
charged with murdering Brij Sharma 
two days after his death in Moneymore, 
Co Londonderry, in April 2004. They 
were also charged with attempted 
intimidation of witnesses and criminal 
damage to Brij’s car. After the murder 
charges were dropped they escaped with 
a 17-month prison term and a 
community service order respectively. 

“All I want is someone to tell me they 
can hear what I am saying and what my 

family is going through. It just seems 
too hard for them to accept,” 

says Bharat. There is certainly 
transparency in the case: the 
court transcripts are staggering. 

Brij, 37, was visiting 

Rosemary Brady, his girlfriend 

of a few months. He had driven 

from his parents’ wedding 
anniversary celebrations on the 
outskirts of Belfast. His mother 
had begged Brij to stay at the 
family home that night. 
Struggling to cope with the 
breakdown of his 


marriage and estrangement from his 
children, Brij had driven to Rosemary’s 
house for company, despite the fact that 
the couple had already faced hostility 
from some of Rosemary’s neighbours, 
in particular the McGlone family, who 
were described as either members of a 
paramilitary group or closely associated 
to paramilitaries. 

“He just didn’t want to be alone,” says 
Bharat. “As a family, and as Hindus, we 
wanted him back with his wife and 
children as family is very important to 
us. The way Brij saw it, it did not look 
possible. He was so down.” 

At Rosemary’s house Brij watched 
television while she bathed. They had 
first met at Brij’s shop at a dangerous 
sectarian borderline in North Belfast, 
where Brij had got used to being called 
a “Fenian Paki” or an “Orange Paki” 
but had generally got on with his life 
and was popular in his community. 
When he died, people from both 
sides of the flashpoint on Limestone 
Road expressed their sadness and 
outrage placing large floral tributes 
outside his shop. 

Brij is believed to have left 
Rosemary’s house to confront the 
McGlone brothers, who had allegedly 
intimidated and harassed him on 
previous visits. When Rosemary came 
downstairs, her front door was ajar and 
the wife of one of the brothers was 
calling for a glass of water. Brij was lying 
motionless on the floor with one of the 
McGlones standing over him. 

At the instruction of Mark 
McGlone’s_ wife, the two brothers 
helped carry Brij’s body into Rosemary’s 
house where the McGlones warned her 
not to call the police or even an 
ambulance. Witnesses heard Stephen 
McGlone saying: “Sure, he’s just a Paki 

bastard”. 

While Mrs McGlone tried to wake 
Brij the brothers told him to get up 
or he would be “hit again’. 

The brothers had also shouted in 
the street that Brij Sharma had 








Brij Sharma, victim of racist murder 





“got what he deserved”. The arrival of a 
neighbour, a trained nurse, led to the 
ambulance service being called, which 
in turn called the police. While Brij was 
on his way to hospital by ambulance, his 
car was attacked. 

The McGlones pleaded not guilty 
to murder. Arrested, charged and 
released on bail, the two brothers, 
Mark in particular, began a campaign 
of intimidation against Rosemary. 
According to Bharat, the McGlones 
warned her that she would be “seen to” 
by paramilitaries and said “you know of 
our reputation so keep your mouth 
shut”. She was forced to move, like so 
many others in Northern Ireland who 
keep their mouths shut. 

In the run-up to the court case in 
December 2005, Bharat Sharma 
compiled a list of questions he wanted 
answered. He liaised with the PSNI 
(Police Service of Northern Ireland) 
officers working on the case but often 
got little response. It was claimed that 
Brij had been felled by a single blow, 
though when he had examined the body 
to confirm his identity, Bharat noticed 
his brother’s arms were bruised as if he 
had been held down. 

The PSNI and the Northern Ireland 
criminal justice system now use the 
Macpherson definition in investigating 


and prosecuting racist incidents. 
According to Patrick Yu of the 
Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic 
Minorities, the late introduction of 
Macpherson’s definition in Northern 
Ireland is a further blow to Brij 
Sharma's family. 

“People say it was not a racist murder, 
because it was not charged or sentenced 
as such. Under Macpherson we would 
have seen, I think, a very different 
outcome. This was not just a dispute in 
a street between men. This was a racist 
murder, the language alone bears that 
out.” The killing took place two months 
before the Macpherson definition 
became law. 

“It’s not so much that the PSNI 
officers did not care,” Bharat says 
thoughtfully, as we're perched on an old 
sofa in the back of his shop. “They 
seemed as perplexed and confused as I 
was for most of the time. They did come 
to see me and my devastated parents, 
but they had the killers, even though 
they were on bail, and were just waiting 
to hear from the prosecution service. 
They never once got in touch with us or 
spoke with us about the case. 

“Eventually we were told the brothers 
would plead guilty to a series of charges 
including manslaughter [Stephen 
McGlone], attempted intimidation and 
criminal damage. That was it. You have 
no idea how I felt. We were not going to 
get a chance to see these two before a 
jury and have them properly examined 
so people could hear what had 
happened, so J could hear and picture 
what had really happened.” 

The case came to court in December 
2005 and was heard after another case 
in which a 65-year-old man chased 
another man 100 metres up a road with 
a knife, before plunging it and twisting 
it into his heart and killing him. 
The defendant was given community 
service. 

Shocked at the leniency of that 
sentence, Bharat tried to explain to the 
prosecutor, Mr Mateer, the racist nature 
of the attack on his brother but Mateer 
was unconvinced or at least downplayed 
it in court. 

The judge, Mr Justice Morgan, noted 
a discrepancy in the witness statements, 
in that one witness claimed that 
Brij had been called a “Portuguese 
bastard” immediately after the attack. 
Acknowledging the — inconsistency, 
Mateer said it was regrettable that this 
witness had not been called as she was 
“ill ... when it came to the preparation 
of this case”. 

Mr Justice Morgan asked Mateer 
whether it was “the Crown's case that 


there was any 
racial or 
nationality 
aggravation 
in relation to 
the commission “ 
of the events”. 
Mateer was unequivocal in 
his reply: “As far as racially motivated 
crime is concerned, my Lord, which is a 
quite different matter, the evidence 
available is not sufficient for the 
prosecution to put the case that this was 
a racially motivated assault”. 

The judge pressed the issue but again 
Mateer discounted the racist nature of 
the case and the language used as 
merely of secondary importance. 

Stephen McGlone admitted man- 
slaughter and was sentenced to 17 
months in prison. His brother was given 
100 hours of community service for 
criminal damage to Brij’s car and 
attempting to intimidate Rosemary 
Brady, even though she had not 
witnessed the assault. 

The Sharma family were, and still are, 
devastated by how quickly the case was 
dismissed as some kind of dispute 
where there was no intent seriously to 
harm Brij, or a racist motive. Rosemary 
too claims her life is in ruins as a result. 

PSNI figures show that there have 
been no racist murders in Northern 
Ireland. Whether that will change 
under the Macpherson definition, or 
whether racism as a motive will become 
impossible to ignore simply as a matter 
of course, will depend entirely upon the 
bravery and determination of families 
such as the Sharmas whose lives are 
already shattered. 

The McGlone brothers, who used 
the cycle of violence and intimidation 
so common in Northern Ireland to 
mask their bigotry, will be reunited later 
this year when Stephen is released into 
the community. 

The Sharma family and NICEM 
are calling for a public inquiry into 
Brij’s murder. 

“T have my wife, I have my children,” 
says Bharat Sharma walking us to the 
car, “and every day I cherish them but 
I’ve lost my brother too and that hurts. 
My parents are inconsolable. What did 
we do. What?” He gives us the only 
picture of his brother he has to hand. 
“Put it in your magazine, but please do 
not lose it. Put it in your magazine and 
ask those people in England if he 
deserves to be murdered and to be 
called a ‘Paki Bastard’. He wasn’t just 
some person who got into a fight. 
He was my brother and he was 
murdered by racists.” ~ 
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Would you buy an insurance policy via thi 





The British National Party is in such a dire financial state that 
it will try anything to persuade its members to part with more 
of their cash. But does Steve Blake, the BNP website editor, 
really believe his party’s supporters are so credulous as to 
buy insurance from its in-house insurance company, which 


sails very close to the borderline of criminal activity? 


Sonia Gable investigates. 


Ibion Life is not like any other 

insurance company. Its website 

advertises life insurance “with 

a difference’ And a difference 
there certainly is. 

As Albion Life points out: "Most people 
take out life insurance for the benefit of 
their spouses, children and immediate 
family, in case of tragedy” But not BNP 
members, at least that is what Albion Life 
hopes. No, “by taking out a life policy with 
Albion Life you can help the serious 
political campaigning work of the British 
National Party’. 

Believe it or not, the BNP hopes that its 
supporters will pay monthly insurance 
premiums by direct debit in order to 
provide a lump sum on their death that 
will go to the BNP. 

Even the BNP realises that not many 
members will go that far. Albion Life also 
allows customers to divide up the death 
benefit between family and party or 
even to leave the BNP out altogether. 
“You are under no obligation to name 
the British National Party as a beneficiary 
and are completely free to name any 
individual or entity as a beneficiary, such 
as a favourite charity or organisation’ 
the website concedes. 

Albion Life turns out not to be a proper 
insurance firm at all. Its officers are BNP 
members acting as “unpaid volunteers” 
and all it does is act as “introducers to a 
number of life insurance companies from 
whom we attempt to get the best deals 
on life insurance policies’ 

The website does not name any of 
Albion Life's officers and gives no postal 
address, telephone number or email 
address. But the website is registered to 
Steve Blake, editor of the BNP’s own 
website and the man behind the website 
of another BNP front, the Christian 
Council of Britain. 

Blake first came to Searchlight's 


attention as the importer of various hard- 
core nazi material from the USA including 
military manuals. More recently Blake was 
forced to make a public apology and out 





of court settlement after the BNP website 
seriously libelled Dr Raj Chandran, a GP 
and mayor of Gedlington. The website 
had falsely claimed that Dr Chandran had 
been struck off the medical register for 
supplying drugs to a female patient in 
exchange for sex. 

The benefit to the BNP of policies sold 
via Albion Life is not limited to lump 
sums that the party may receive in the 
event of the member's death. The party 
does not want to wait that long. 
What the website does not point out is 
that when a customer takes out a policy 
Albion Life receives an introducer's fee 
which it passes straight on the BNP 
treasurer, John Walker. 

Albion Life's administrator, Kelly Scott, 
was unwilling to reveal how much that 
fee was, saying that it would depend 
on the monthly premiums and term of 
the policy chosen, and the insurance 
company it was with. 

Anyone gullible enough to ask for a life 
insurance quotation from Albion Life will 
hear from a man called David Boulton of 
Financial Solutions Unlimited, in Park Street, 
Bridgend. According to the Albion Life 
website, the insurance brokers Albion Life 
deals with are‘not in any way connected to 
the British National Party and act in a purely 
commercial capacity” But without them 
Albion Life could not operate. 

Searchlight asked Boulton about his 
dealings with Albion Life and its role in 
raising money for the BNP. He refused to 
comment but within 24 hours Searchlight 
had received an email from an irate 
Blake stating: “The thoroughly decent 
hard working entrepreneurs who choose 
to work with the BNP on a purely 
commercial basis have been made 
aware of the thoroughly unsavoury and 
disreputable nature of your organisation 
and advised that they do not speak to you 
or your colleagues’. 

The reason Albion Life is so dependent 
on Financial Solutions Unlimited, whose 
other principals are Craig Francis and 
Brian John Howcroft, is that selling 
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insurance is a regulated activity under the 
Financial Services and Markets Act 2000. 
Anyone who arranges insurance policies 
has to be authorised by the Financial 
Services Authority (FSA) unless what they 
do is exempt. 

Financial Solutions Unlimited — is 
authorised and appears on the FSA 
register. Albion Life is not. It takes great 
care to come within an exemption by 
claiming to do no more than introduce 
customers to brokers. This is why. its 
website says it “is not able to provide any 
financial advice’ 

A spokesperson for the FSA explained 
that a firm that merely introduced clients 
to an authorised insurance broker did not 
need to be authorised. But the borderline 
was unclear and it was up to the firm to 
decide whether it was carrying on a 
regulated activity. He added that carrying 
on a regulated activity without 
authorisation was a criminal offence. 

Albion Life says it “exists solely as 
introducers’. However the website 
includes an online form for potential 
customers to complete. It continues: ‘Our 
sales team will then take your details and 
find you the best policy for the monthly 
premium you have selected. 

“We will then get back to you to discuss 
your application further. 

"We are confident you will like our 
quotes and we can set your policy up 
within minutes if you choose!’ 

These statements are on Albion Life’s 
own website. They sound like rather more 
than merely introducing customers to an 
authorised broker. 

The FSA told Searchlight it could not 
comment on the individual firm. 

This is not the first time the BNP has 
pushed the to the limit the boundaries of 
what is permitted. Another BNP front, Civil 
Liberty, openly solicits donations abroad 
that would be illegal under the rules 
governing the funding of political parties 
if made to the BNP itself, The Electoral 
Commission has so far failed to act. 
Will the FSA prove similarly weak? <i 








Trigger-happy ‘ebee takes to the grouse moors 


By Gerry Gable 


YOU WOULD THINK 
that Nick Griffin, the 
British National Party 
leader, would want to keep 
well away from guns, after 
a shooting accident many 
years ago left him with only 
one eye. But on Sunday 10 
September he was there 
with his troops at the BNP’s 
first ever clay pigeon shoot, 
held in the Yorkshire Dales. 

A number of BNP 
officers and activists legally 
hold shotgun licences and 
shoot regularly in various 
clubs. One of them is Tom 
Linden, the man whose 
attempt in August to raise 
money for the BNP by 
paddling a canoe along 
the Liverpool-Leeds canal 
failed after his support caravan was 
looted and later stolen and Linden hurt 
his back slipping on the canal bank. 

Recovered, Linden returned to the 
soul-destroying task of helping to 
finance his bankrupt party. He, or 
perhaps it was someone higher up in the 
BNP ranks, came up with a brilliant 
ruse. A weekend clay pigeon shoot 
could serve two purposes both close to 
the heart of the BNP. 

One would be to attract potential 
business supporters who like to pop 
away at things in their spare time. 
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This would be the BNP’s chance to 
impress them, to show what enligh- 
tened and reasonable people the BNP’s 
senior officers are. 

The second purpose is a much more 
serious cause for concern. The BNP’s 
manifesto for last year’s general election 
advocated “the modern Swiss model for 
a responsibly armed citizenry”, under 
which “all law-abiding adults who have 
successfully completed their period of 
military service are required to keep in a 
safe locker in their homes a standard- 
issue military assault rifle and 





ammunition’. The policy 
harks back to Griffin’s days 
as leader of the National 
Front “political soldiers” in 
the 1980s. 

Well the BNP cannot arm 
its members with military 
assault rifles but shotgun 
licences are far easier to 
come by. Linden’s invitation 
to the shoot offered the 
chance to “get used to firing 
a shotgun” and suggested 
that the event could be the 
first step to establishing 
BNP clay pigeon teams in 
every branch and region. 
Think about it: a year 
from now the BNP might 
have a couple of dozen 
genuine clay pigeon shooters 
augmented by hundreds 
of other activists who manage to 
convince their local Chief Constable 
that they are suitable persons to hold a 
shotgun licence. 

And shotguns held legally can be 
pump action, able to fire multiple shots. 
It sounds like a recipe for disaster. 

Linden himself is well aware of 
the risks. The invitation included the 
warning: “Organisers please note that 
with guns around and the chairman on 
site please only invite those members/ 
supporters that you personally know 
and trust”. 


VIBE Lug 


Celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Cable Street 


On 4 October 1936, people in the East End of London 
won a famous victory, when they stopped @sWald Mosley 
and his British Union of Fascists marching through pable 
Street, in Stepney, then a mainly Jewish area. 

This happened just three months after the start of the 
Spanish Civil War. In the East End and in Spain, the same 
slogan was used: They Shall Not Pass — No Pasaran. 


about our stall. 


The Cable Street Group and Alternative Arts have 

organised a commemorative festival in Cable Street and 
the open space beside the mural and behind St George's 
Town Hall. It will include a procession, street theatre, an 
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ow times have changed. 

Last month a British Hindu 

organisation asked not to be 
labelled ‘Asian’ in order to distance 
themselves from Muslims, and the 
connotations about extremism and 
terrorism. 

While some people might applaud 
this Hindu group for promoting its 
own British Hindu identity, in truth it is 
the latest act in the steady slide from 
securalism to communalism. 

Twenty years ago, when the 
Newham 7 were campaigning against 
their arrests, ‘Black’ was the widely 


accepted definition that 
encompassed all non- 
white communities. 

Black was a_ political 
concept in the 1970s. It was 
a deliberate attempt to 
build solidarity and affinity 
between all the targets of 
racism. It stemmed from 
the view that one 
community could not 
achieve full liberation 
from racism if others 
continued to be 
subjugated. 


It was a very British 
identity. 

Black struggle was best 
reflected in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s in the 

) Asian Youth Movements. 
Beginning with the Southall 
| Youth Movement in 1976, Asian 
Youth Movements soon spread 
_ across the country. 
The guiding principle was 
secularism and the need to link up 
with wider social struggles. 
While the AYM’s were 
dominated by men, some local 
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, such as the Bolton AYM cam- 
sd heavily for women's liberation, 
ally within the Muslim religion. 
AYMs declined in the mid-1980s 
jn a combination of a general 
= of the left, the incorporation of 
of its activists into community 
ind the rise of religious identity. 
ilarism was replaced by 
unalism. 

here was this more evident 
Bradford, where the Salman 
ie affair ignited a new Muslim 
al consciousness. The collapse 
Soviet Union, and the old East v 


West ideological battle, opened up 
pandora’s box on nationalist and 
religious strife. 

By the time the Twin Towers were 
attacked in 2001 and President Bush 
declared his war on_ terrorism, 
communal politics was already in the 
ascendancy. It was now given a 
violent edge. 

Building a decent, harmonious 
society, where people of all religions 
and noe can live together, requires a 
return to secularism. For that reason, 
we celebrate Black History Month and 
the political concept of ‘Black’ << 





Something nasty lurks 


By David Williams 


THE ALL-PARTY Parliamentary 
Inquiry into Antisemitism published 
its findings on 7 September after 
taking written and oral evidence from 
government departments, the police 
and criminal justice —_ agencies, 
academics, journalists, trade unions, 
community groups and other NGOs 
including Searchlight. 

The inquiry, chaired by Denis 
McShane MP, a former Minister for 
Europe, examined a plethora of 
antisemitic incidents and the sources 
of contemporary antisemitism, covering 
both the far right as the traditional 
harbingers of hate, to newer 
permutations of the antisemitism 
emanating from “a minority of Islamic 
extremists” who parrot similar messages 
of antisemitic hate. The report also 
addressed more complex manifestations 
of antisemitism in the media and 
particularly in universities, where it was 
fiercely critical of the intimidation of 
Jewish students on campus, lamenting 
“selective boycotts” against academics 
working in Israel, which it regarded as 
not just “an assault on academic 
freedom and intellectual exchange” but 
“anti-Jewish in practice”. The report 
urged vice-chancellors not to limit free 
exchange on the subject of Israel no 
matter how bitter, but to intervene 
“vigorously” where this degenerated 
into antisemitism. 

Also discussed were instances in 
which “anti-Zionism”’ -— which the 
report was at pains to express was not 
synonymous with antisemitism —- 
sometimes deteriorated into just that 
through the employment of careless 
antisemitic stereotypes observable even 
if the participants were themselves 
unaware of the historical resonances of 
their vocabulary or imagery, all of which 
contributed to an atmosphere in which 
British Jews, secular or observant, pro- 
Israel or otherwise, can be made to feel 
“under siege”, held responsible and 
accountable for the actions of the Israeli 
state simply because they were Jews. 

The publication of the report is 
timely. In July, the month Israel invaded 
Lebanon, 92 antisemitic incidents were 
recorded by the Community Security 
Trust (CST), the highest monthly level 





since it began recording incidents in 
1984. In 2005 there were 455 
antisemitic incidents, a 14% fall 
compared to 2004, although this was 
still the second highest annual total 
since 1984. 

The CST, which provides security 
and advice to the Jewish community, 
bears the financial burden of its defence 
work — approximately £5 million a year 
— by itself as do individual Jewish 
schools that are required to meet their 
own security needs (based on the advice 
of the CST and the police) with no 
extra financial resources provided by 
the Department for Education and 
Skills (DfES) or the local authority. 
Instead they rely on donations from 
parents who are also asked to participate 
in security rotas to help offset further 
expenditure on full-time security guards. 
Even so there is often still the shortfall 
and the report’s call for greater support 
from the Home Office to meet the 
security needs of the Jewish community 
is a welcome one. Furthermore it 
recommends that the Home Office and 
the Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG) set up a 
cross-departmental task force to combat 
antisemitism. 

The report did not condemn the 
police in the way the Macpherson 
report did, though it did highlight 
“serious deficiencies” in the recording 
and prosecuting of antisemitic 
incidents, branding it as “inexcusable” 
that although all police forces now 
recorded racist incidents they were not 
obliged to record antisemitic incidents 
separately, which detracted from a fuller 
statistical picture of antisemitic violence 
in Britain. In this respect the report 
urges all police forces to adopt the 
Metropolitan Police model for 
recording antisemitic incidents, which it 
does in tandem with the CST whose 
“valuable role” the Inquiry praised. 
Similarly the Crown Prosecution 
Service was urged to review why 
there were so few prosecutions of 
those committing offences in which 
antisemitism appeared to be an 
aggravating factor and to report back to 
Parliament accordingly. 

The report also made recommend- 








ations vis-a-vis better finance and 
support for interfaith initiatives that 
could in turn foster greater community 
cohesion between all faith groups, vital 
for combating not only antisemitism but 
all forms of prejudice. In particular the 
DCLG was enjoined to commission an 
annual survey investigating attitudes and 
tensions between Britain’s minority 
communities to enable real and potential 
conflicts to be recognised and resolved 
before they had a chance to fester and 
poison community relations. The report 
urged the government to support the 
work of the Faith Communities 
Consultative Council and indeed to 
ensure that the DfES took a leading role 
in providing effective _ citizenship 
training to promote contact, engagement 
and joint curricula that would foster 
cross-cultural understanding. 

The report also made a plea to the 
Muslim Council of Britain to 
participate in Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Its refusal to do so previously, the 
Inquiry felt, sent out the “wrong 
signals” to Muslim youth at a time when 
the need for  inter-communal 
engagement is paramount in order to 
stem all forms of prejudice. 

With regard to the sources of 
antisemitism the Inquiry highlighted 





the continued reliance upon 
antisemitism of the BNP, which 
Searchlight pointed out, though by no 
means exclusively. Searchlight was also 
pleased that the Inquiry endorsed its 
criticism of e-commerce systems such 
as PayPal, which continues to allow its 
services to be used by the purveyors of 
antisemitism in contravention of its 
own Offensive Materials Policies. It was 
also heartening to see that the Inquiry 
took seriously concerns that the 
internet, as the principal medium for 
the dissemination of antisemitism, 
underpins the “globalisation of hate”. 
In this respect the Inquiry called on 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
to examine ways of persuading 
the governments of countries where 
antisemitic websites originate 
(particularly the United States) to close 
them down, a call which can only add 
credence to Searchlight’s own campaign 
to “shut down the peddlers of hate” such 
as Redwatch. 

The report is interesting reading and 
‘can be downloaded from 
http://www.thepcaa.org/ 

However, it should be noted that the 
Inquiry “held no official powers” and it 
remains to be seen which if any of its 
recommendations are acted upon. ~ 





BNP recycles antisemitic 
‘blood libel’ myth 


By David Williams 


ONE OF THE FINDINGS of the All- 
Party Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Antisemitism was that despite 
denials to the contrary the British 
National Party remains antisemitic, 
though its discourse has become 
comparatively more sophisticated 
and it now uses the term “Zionists” 
instead of “Jews”. 

Yet under the guise of “culture” the 
BNP continues to promulgate one of 
the oldest and most odious pieces 
of antisemitism dating from the 
medieval period. The “blood libel”, or 
“ritual murder’, accuses Jews of 
murdering Christian children at 
Passover and stealing their blood 
to bake matzos, symbolically re- 
enacting the crucifixion of Christ. 

The case in point is a “traditional” 
English folk song entitled Hugh of 
Lincoln which was recently posted 
on the BNP’s IONA website. 

Hugh of Lincoln written in 1783 
celebrates the “ritual murder” of 
Hugh of Lincoln, a young boy 
murdered in 1255 whose body was 
discovered in the well of a local Jew 
called Jopin (or Copin). 

To save his life Jopin “confessed” to 
John of Lexington, a local priest who 
had been present when the body 
was. discovered, that several 
prominent Jews had crucified the 
child. Hugh’s remains were taken to 
Lincoln Cathedral amid great pomp 
and circumstance. 

Henry Ill visited Lincoln the 
following month and_ revoked 


Jopin’s. pardon. He was sub- 
sequently dragged round the city 
walls tied to the tail of a wild horse, 
then hanged. Lincoln's remaining 
Jews were taken to London and 
imprisoned in the Tower. Eighteen 


were hanged. 

Historians agree that there was no 
evidence that Jopin murdered the 
boy, less still that the murder 
was carried out in accordance with 
the tenets of the Jewish faith. 
Indeed Henry Ills main motive 
appears to have been financial. 
Having previously sold his rights to 
tax the Jews to his brother Richard, 
Earl of Cornwall, Henry was trying to 
recoup the shortfall in his income by 
confiscating the property of Jews 
executed for “ritual murder” while 
ransoming the remaining prisoners 
for an equally lucrative profit. 

Financial extortion and massacres 
of Jews continued throughout the 
13th century. They were made to 
wear a_ special badge, barred 
from certain trades and, in July 
1290, expelled from the country 
altogether. 

In the meantime a shrine was 
erected in Lincoln Cathedral over 
the tomb of “Little Hugh of 
Lincoln”. As the site of a Christian 
“martyr” the diocese soon reaped 
considerable financial benefits 
from visiting pilgrims. 

The tawdry tale of Little Hugh of 
Lincoln. soon. entered popular 
consciousness. It was immortalised 
in Chaucer's The Prioress’s Tale 
(1390), perpetuating the charges of 
ritual murder in a society that now 
had no Jews. It was only in 1955 that 
the Anglican Church erected a 
plaque in Lincoln Cathedral stating 
categorically that tale of ritual 
murder was “trumped up” and 
that these fictions “do not redound 
to the credit of Christendom’. 
Unsurprisingly the BNP thinks 
differently. ~<a 
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BNP news 


Council Watch 


Each month Council Watch looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Down among the trash cans 


Chris Beverley, the BNP’s lone 
councillor in Leeds, hasn’t had much to 
say for himself after being elected 
to Leeds Metropolitan District Council 
in May. In fact his verbal contribution 
to full meetings of the council has 
been zero. 

Beverley’s attempts to wheedle his 
way onto the council’s licensing body 
have also failed, scuppering any hopes of 
him pushing the BNP’s racist policy on 
the issuing of permits to people such as 
taxi and private hire drivers. The BNP 
wants to allocate licences on a 
proportional basis based on race. As in 
many other cities and towns, people of 
Asian origin make up a high percentage 
of taxi and private hire drivers in Leeds 
— something over 60%. If licences were 
issued in proportion to the number of 
people of Asian origin living in the city 
as the BNP wants, this would fall to less 
than 10%, throwing the vast majority 
taxi and private hire drivers of Asian 
origin out of work. 








The BNP wants to apply the same 
policy to off-licence shops, hitting 
Asian families who run many of the 
city’s late-opening corner shops. 

Sadly for Beverley the other 
councillors’ decision to deprive him of a 
place on the licensing body means he 
won't have the chance to peddle this 
poisonous policy. 

The councillors did however allocate 
him a place on the City Services group. 
Among the group’s responsibilities is 
rubbish collection, a subject far more in 
keeping with Beverley’s experience. 
As a BNP member he knows all there is 
to know about trash. 


e 
Bullies 


In his home patch of Morley, a small 
town outside Leeds,  Beverley’s 
sidekicks can't help dropping the mask 
of respectability they're instructed 
to wear. 

Leafleters involved in all sorts of 
causes regularly hand out material in a 
precinct outside the local town hall. 

A small group of anti-racists was 
giving out leaflets when two BNP pals 
of Beverley, described as “largely built 
men dressed in black”, turned up and 
began taking photos. One of them said 
he was “Chris Beverley’s minder”. 

Independent witnesses said the men 
were “threatening and aggressive” to 
the leafleters, who included women. 
The witnesses felt strongly enough to 
write to the Morley Observer expressing 
their disgust. 

“Men who bully women have 
never been popular in Morley,” one 
local independent councillor wrote to 
the paper. 

Another writer stated: “Many people 
have started to believe that the BNP 
have distanced themselves from their 
‘bully boy’ past but what I saw on 
Saturday, including the threats and bad 
language from BNP supporters, shows 
us that this is not the case.” 
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‘All necessary measures’ 


The BNP’s two councillors in Bradford 
followed in the genocidal footsteps 
of Adolf Hitler when they proposed 
a council motion calling for “all 
necessary measures” to be taken “to 
discourage travellers from entering 
Bradford district”. Paul Cromie and 
James Lewthwaite also called for 
Bradford’s two legal travellers’ sites to be 
closed down. 

Their motion neatly combined an 
attempt to court popularity with 
promotion of their racist agenda. 

Salman Mather, Bradford council’s 
head of democratic services, warned 
that the motion was illegal under the 
Housing Act and race relations 
legislation. Liberal Democrat council- 
lors said they “abhor any attempt by 
racists to condemn entire racial groups 
for what may be the unacceptable 
behaviour of some members of 
that group”. 

On the vote the motion was defeated 
with only the two BNP councillors 
supporting it. 


Rugby scrum 


The BNP’s singing councillor Colin 
Auty, who sits for Dewsbury East, was 
invited with his wife as a VIP to 
Dewsbury Rugby League club on 
Sunday 10 September when the club 
was awarded a trophy for ending the 
season top of the second division. 
The invitation came because the club’s 
ground falls within Auty’s ward. 

This gave Auty a dilemma as the 
Rugby club beanfeast clashed with 


Customers left waiting 


A COACH COMPANY owned by a 
BNP councillor left pensioners and 
disabled school children stranded. 
Now Barking and Dagenham 
council has launched an investiga- 
tion into the business to find out 
whether it has contravened the 
code of conduct by which all 
councillors must abide. 

Richard Barnbrook, leader of the 
BNP group on. Barking and 
Dagenham council, distanced his 
party from Casters Coaches, which 
is owned by Cllr Sandra Doncaster 
and her husband Thomas. “It’s not 
my business to check out the 
business activities of all my 
councillors,’ he told the Barking & 
Dagenham Recorder."| have my own 
things to do.’ 

Cllr Doncaster told the Recorder 
that disabled children from a 
Dagenham, east London, school 
were not picked up because the 
organiser of the trip had not 
confirmed the booking. Pensioners 
from sheltered accommodation in 
Buckhurst Hill were left standing 
in the hot sun because Cllr 
Doncaster had passed the job to 
another company while her coach 
was being repaired, and_ that 
company had let her down, she 
explained. She could not remember 


i File Edt View Go Bookmarks Tools Help 


STOP 
MM] THE) 


At Searchlight we wart to make sure that people know the full 
‘Story about who the BNP are and whiat they really stand for. 
The Stop the BNP website aims to do just that, serving the 
antifascist movement and providing up to date news, good 


practice and analysis. 


: posing a serious threat in over 75 wards. 


st London & Essex Day of Action << 
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STOP THE BNP was set up to counter racism and fascism in: 


elections and beyond, The British National Party is standin 
several hundred candidates in the forthcoming local elections, 


the BNP’s very own clay pigeon shoot 
elsewhere in the county. Where to go? 

Wherever he went, we hope others 
present were not subjected to a perform- 
ance of “Dont say you're English”, which 
Auty sang at the BNP’s Red, White, 
Blue festival in August. Auty claimed he 
found the lyrics on a scrap of paper left 
behind by the failed BNP Rotherham 
candidate Marlene Guest at a gig that 
Auty played in Nottingham. No doubt 
she thought Auty was in desperate need 
of some better songs. 


why another group of 
pensioners were left 
waiting in May. 

Casters Coaches, 
which the Doncasters 
started in 1987, claims 
to offer “a cheap and 
comfortable vehicle” for 
“weddings, hen nights 
and day trips between 
Dagenham, Essex and 
the Isle of Wight” It also 
owns an 18-room Isle of 
Wight guest house. 

Sandra Doncaster is 
the mother of BNP 
councillor Claire Doncaster, who was 
forced to leave her council flat in 
August after she ran up rent arrears 
of more than £2,000. 

With their current problems it is 
perhaps not surprising that none of 
the three BNP councillors provided 
by the Doncaster family turned up at 
the full meeting of Barking and 
Dagenham council on 6 September. 
In fact only five of the 12 BNP 
councillors were present when the 
meeting opened, including Jeffrey 
Steed, who took his seat for the first 
time after an Election Court 
overturned the incorrect declaration 
of the Eastbury ward result in May. 

Apart from Barnbrook and Steed, 


























Colin Auty singing with Red Claire at the 
BNP’s Red, White, Blue festival in August 


Sandra Doncaster with 
Richard Barnbrook 


only Robert Buckley, 
Lawrence Rustem and 
Jamie Jarvis were 
there, with Robert 
Bailey turning up later. 
The poor attendance 
meant a long list of 
apologies for absence 
to give at the start of the 
meeting. Barnbrook, 
who appears to be 
fighting to maintain his 
position at the head of 
the BNP group after 
upsetting some of his 
colleagues, entered the 
council chamber late and was 
horrified to see Cllr Buckley about to 
read them out. “No, no, I’m here’, he 
said, stopping Buckley in his tracks. 

Perhaps Barnbrook fears Buckley 
as a rival for group leader. It is 
noticeable that when the BNP 
councillors share out the questions 
for members to ask at meetings, 
Barnbrook does not give Buckley 
much of a look in. 

Before the September council 
meeting anti-fascists from Barking 
and Dagenham Together took part 
in a protest against the BNP 
alongside trade unionists and mem- 
bers of the Barking and Dagenham 
Faith Forum. 
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Right Now! columnist believes BNP ‘only solution’ 


By David Williams 


THE RIGHT-WING MAGAZINE Right 
Now! appeared to edge closer to open 
support for the British National Party 
this month when its columnist John 
Bull” added an article entitled “We are 
all ‘racists’ now” to his personal blog. 

John Bull, as regular readers of 
Searchlight will know, is none other 
than the London BNP organiser Nick 
Eriksson. His article ruminates on the 
“political earthquake” that has taken 
place whereby the discussion of 
immigration is no longer regarded as 
“racist” — not that anyone ever said 
it was. 

Eriksson attributes this increased 
candour primarily to the rise of the 
BNP, which represents the “only 
solution” to “uncontrolled immigra- 
tion” because “this is the only party 
with the will and the policies to tackle 
the immigration problem. The fact is 
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that if you agree that the current level 
of uncontrolled, unrestricted and 
unregulated immigration is a genuine 
concern then voting for the BNP is 
the only logical course of action.’ 
Viewing the BNP as a clean pair of 
hands Eriksson continues, “it seems 
absurd and unfair to deny them [the 
BNP] the opportunity to prove them- 
selves and solve these problems”. 
Unfair? In what way? Eriksson 
appears perturbed that the British 
electorate refuses to endorse the 
ascendancy of the BNP. The answer no 
doubt lies in how the BNP proposes to 
solve these “problems”. Eriksson is not 
so candid as to outline the BNP 
solution but he gives a very large hint 
when he states, “a successful BNP 
would completely alter the political 
landscape” making Britain “safe, 
happy and prosperous” by returning 


the country to “a traditional, largely 
homogeneous’ state. 

This is the crux of Eriksson's 
argument. Homogeneity to Eriksson 
means racial homogeneity, which 
could only be achieved by the 
expulsion and repatriation of untold 
numbers of Britons who do not fit 
the BNP’s — stringent biological 
definition of Britishness. Eriksson's 
desire to turn back the clock to 
a supposedly idyllic period of racial 
purity constitutes the politics 
of fantasy and denial, both of 
demographic reality and of the 
murderous implications of its racist 
demand for repatriation, voluntary 
or otherwise. 

Right Now!’s patrons might want 
to ask themselves whether these 
are really the things that they stand 
for too. << 
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BNP man convicted for racist abuse 


ON Wisilciss) (@)e das (sided Elile-)| eelaay Nick 
olearecse| (ele glarli\7 cleleriiare) <a) atiicla \ceantla) 
although the victim has never been traced. Swansea 
magistrates found Robert McGlynn guilty of racially 
Freferraye-lecre) cel h(e)celcianye @e)arelucae (Via) aualelu(ela) vai 
only witness was uncertain of the exact words 
he used. 

McGlynn, 40, was heard shouting abuse through 
the open window of his car as he drove through 
Swansea in June. He was arrested after Lydia Rees, a 
igcierc) oldejalrie. ieole)e ele) (el-ie-llty (ole aalhy ale lale| 
reported him to the police. Her action earned her a 
community safety award from South Wales Police. 

Mrs Rees told the court that she saw McGlynn 
shouting abuse at the traditionally dressed Asian 
woman. She thought that she heard the words “Paki 
whore” and “Sieg Heil”. 

Giving evidence she said: “He was shouting, his 
face was quite contorted with the effort he was 
putting in. To me it appeared that he was being 
venomous. His face appeared quite contorted’ 

McGlynn said he had no recollection of the 
incident. He had refused to answer questions after 
his arrest, which was one of the reasons why the 
magistrates concluded he was guilty. He was fined 
baVA010)r-| ale [Kol ge {=14 <10 | co}s o}-\V4p aP40) 0) elo) i 





You fool 
CHRIS ROBERTS, one- 


time London and_ Essex 
organiser of the BNP and 
occasional BNP candidate, 
has done little to endear 
himself to voters in an 
interview placed on YouTube. 
Replying to questions from a 
BNP colleague he pontif- 
icated on the value of 
leafleting in local election 
campaigns and observed that 
most people throw leaflets 
away without more than a 
glance. “The British public 
have the attention span of a 
gnat, not wishing to be rude,” 
he complained rudely. 


Redwatch targets teenagers 


TWO TEENAGERS who organised a 
successful anti-BNP meeting in 








will be posted soon. 
The website's home page prominently 





Anti-fascists threatened 


A GROUP CAMPAIGNING against the BNP in advance of a 
Gateshead council by-election has received an email threatening 
to disrupt leafleting. 

The Gateshead Unites Against the BNP Coalition received a 
message from the email address “whitedefence” warning that the 
newly formed Gateshead Volunteers had decided to “intercept 
and disrupt red leafleting teams”. It continued: “Gateshead 
Volunteers shall be patrolling certain areas of Gateshead over the 
next few weekends, actively seeking red scum. If red scum are 
sought out, they may not appreciate what may happen to them.” 

The BNP denies any knowledge. Ken Booth, the BNP’s 
Tyneside secretary, said: “If found out that this was connected to 
the BNP, the individual would be expelled immediately”. 

A spokesperson for Northumbria police said the matter was 
under investigation. 











Bigots disunited 


AN ANTI-GAY preacher has rejected the BNP’s support 

after he was arrested for handing out leaflets at the 

Cardiff Mardi Gras festival condemning same-sex 
relationships. Stephen Green of Christian Voice said the 
BNP “can mind their own business. | don’t need their 
support and | don’t want their support.’ 

Green pleaded not guilty in court to using 
“threatening, abusive or insulting words or |. 
behaviour’. 

Although the BNP website claims that the BNP 
and Christian Voice share the same aims, Green does 
not agree. The problem for him is the BNP’s racism: « 
“Now we know for certain both that the BNP is tm» 
inherently racist and that its racism is based firmly 
on anti-Christian Darwinian evolutionary theory,’ 
he said on an earlier occasion. 


Five held for racist murder 


FIVE MEN FROM PECKHAM, southeast London, have been 
rearrested over the fatal stabbing of a black teenager in Kent. 

Christopher Alaneme, 18, was stabbed to death in 
Sheerness High Street on 21 April. A 29-year-old white man was 
also stabbed. 

Police said at the time that Mr Alaneme was racially abused 
before the attack. “After speaking to witnesses, we believe there 
were words said prior to the incident that suggest racial 
motivation was a factor,” said Supt Steve Corbishley. 

The teenager, whose parents are from Nigeria, had left London 
18 months earlier to escape the violence of the big city and pursue 
a new life in what he thought was a quiet coastal town. 


to close down the site, which is run by 
Kevin Watmough, a_ longstanding 


Maryport, Cumbria, have been targeted 
on a nazi terror website. 
Redwatch posted pictures of Duncan 


"Money together with his home address, 
telephone number and email and web 
addresses. The extremist site also 
promises that the details of Jonathan 
Wood who co-organised the meeting, 


displays the slogan: “Remember places, 
traitors’ faces, they'll all pay for their 
crimes”. People whose details have 
appeared on Redwatch have had 
threatening phone calls and abusive 
letters. Some have been physically 
attacked. 

Searchlight is campaigning for action 





British nazi. 

Fifty people attended the meeting 
organised by Duncan, 18, and Jonathan, 
17, and agreed to form a committee to 
keep the BNP out of Allerdale. Their 
action was prompted by their outrage 
that the BNP had held a meeting in 
Maryport to form a local branch. 
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The arte: black and Arab’ team and the 
myth of integration 


Taz for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris explains 


THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
French national football team as “white, 
black and Arab” was born with France’s 
stunning World Cup victory in 1998 and 
summed up the fact that uniquely among 
European national sides more than half 
the French team was (and still is) black. 

The popular passion around the 
successful French players was such that 
the left and the mainstream right at the 
time enthusiastically presented the team 
as the preeminent symbol of anti- 
racism and of the success of the French 
model of ethnic integration. 

Popular ardour soon dampened and 
during the 2006 World Cup in 
Germany the French team received 
little mercy from the French and 
foreign press. The French media 
castigated the players, especially in the 
early stages of the tournament, for their 
poor form, their lack of team spirit and 
their lack of communication with the 
French supporters. 

The origins of the players and 
their skin colour was never an issue with 
the French media but it was made such 
by sections of the European media. 
Some journalists readily criticised the 
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ethnic composition of J/es Bleus (the 
Blues) and made open fun of the 
presence of so many black players. Some 
even described them as a team of 
mercenaries or an African team. 

These comments were obvious 
nonsense but they somehow fitted in 
with the logic of this World Cup where, 
for the first time, numerous players 
complained about being insulted and 
abused because of their origin and 
national anthems were deliberately 
drowned out with whistling and 
chanting. Such incidents were not 
limited to matches that encapsulated 
historic national rivalries. 

Despite media misconceptions, with 
the notable exception of Senegal-born 
Patrick Vieira all the French players 
were born on French territory to 
overwhelmingly French parents. 

In France only the extreme right has 
ever raised the issue of players’ skin 
colour and ethnic origin. Even that was 
done timidly. Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
leader of the Front National, 
commented in 1998 that the players did 
not sing the national anthem but 
nobody paid any attention. 

Other far-right French nationalists 
such as the Identitaires demonstrated 
their patriotism by declaring on their 
website that they preferred to support 
“ethnically pure” teams such as Italy, 
supposedly composed exclusively of 
white players. Proving that they were 
totally out of step with French reality, 
they refused to support the “Black, 
white and Arab” team even when it 
captured the World Cup. 

Eight years later, if the Blues were 
ultimately able to generate as much 
enthusiasm in the French population as 
before, the players, even in the view of the 
most naive, were clearly no longer seen as 
the incarnation of an integrated France. 

The great victory of 1998 did not 
bring about any change to the living 
conditions of the French people, 
especially those of foreign origin who 
vegetate in the grinding poverty of the 
windswept suburbs that ring every 


major French city. 

Moreover it would be an illusion to 
regard the players as opinion formers 
representing a great French consensus. 
Today that kind of politics has 
evaporated and only the bosses of 
advertising agencies and a section of the 
Parisian elite still seem to believe that 
the French team is the symbol of a 
unity, of a successful integration of the 
suburbs and of French people of foreign 
origin. At best the team — thanks to 
political and social changes its players 
have been powerless to resist — is the 
reflection of the diversity of France’s 
population and her colonial history. 

If the French state has always been 
reticent over integrating immigrants 
properly, the French sporting 
authorities intelligently grasped the 
need to draw from this human reservoir 
long ago. From the 1950s to the 1980s, 
the Blues consisted largely of players 
whose background lay in the immediate 
postwar waves of immigration: Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese and Polish. Most 
of them came from the large industrial 
areas of north and east France and were 
familiar with difficult living conditions. 

Today the template remains the same 
but the players generally come from the 
suburbs of the big cities where sport and 
particularly football represent almost the 
only social elevator and escape, as shown 
by such football idols as Thierry Henry, 
Sylvain Wiltord and Lilian Thuram. 

France “Black, white and Arab”, the 
symbol of tolerance and integration, is a 
myth. If French people of colour and 
foreign origin have been accepted in the 
French national football team, it is a 
very different story in the rest of society 
where men and women of colour 
remain more or less locked in their 
assigned roles: the rapper, the singer, the 
dancer, the comedian and the self-made 
clothes merchant. 

It speaks volumes that the recent 
arrival of France’s very first black 
TV news presenter — on the main TF1 
channel — was greeted as a veritable 
cultural revolution. ~= 





Karl Pfeifer rejects the claim thatthe Hungarian - 
revolution was an uprising againstthe Jews. _ 


THIS MONTH MARKS 50 years since the 
Hungarian uprising against the 
Communist regime but the question of 
what role antisemitism played in those 
events continues to be asked. 

At the head of those who claim that 
this was, above all, a revolt of the 
Hungarian people against their Jewish 
communist oppressors is the British writer 
David Irving, currently serving a sentence 
in an Austrian prison for denying the 
Holocaust. 

What was the truth, then? Only a fool 
would deny that the revolution had some 
rather unpleasant antisemitic trappings. 

Hungarian antisemitism has an 
especially poignant background. Anti- 
Jewish campaigns launched by Stalin 
and the Soviet leadership in 1949 were 
taken up very quickly by the Communist 
Party leaderships in the east European 
satellite states, 

In Hungary there had been a wave of 
antiJJewish outbursts three years earlier, 
sparked off by Communist agitation, 
for example, in Miskolc. Ten years later 
what happened in 1946 returned to 
haunt Communist. officialdom in the 
same town when, on 26 October 1956, a 
demonstration that had started peace- 
fully ended with the brutal lynching of 
Gyula Gati, the local deputy police 
commander, to catcalls of “smash the 
Jews" and “dirty Jew’. 

Appalling and unforgivable though this 
was, most of the antiJewish outbursts 
that did occur were during the days 
between the collapse of the old Stalinist 
power apparatus and the establishment 
of a new one. 

In 1956, barely 12 years had passed 
since Hungarian society with very few 
exceptions had watched impassively as 
Jews were pushed into ghettos and then 
deported to Auschwitz. A consequence 
was that rank-and-file members of the 
murderous Arrow Cross movement, who 
had collaborated with the Germans, were 
recruited by the Communist Party where 
they came into contact with Holocaust 
survivors who fervently hoped that the 
Communists would eliminate the nation's 





endemic antisemitism. They were never 
rooted out. 

The combination of these factors 
created a complicated situation, with its 
roots in events of 1919 and the early 
1920s. While most of the leaders of the 
Hungarian CR such as Ernd Gerd and 
Matyas Rakosi, who returned from their 
wartime exile to Moscow, were of Jewish 
descent’, they were more than anything 
hardline supporters of Stalin who slavishly 
carried out every order from the Kremlin. 

In some cases they even turned on 
comrades who had participated in the 
resistance against the Nazis for example 
murdering the erstwhile party leader, 
Laszl6. Rajk, in 1949. And Gerd 
commented on 1 March 1953 on a trial 
against so-called Zionists that “it has 
emerged from the interrogations that all 
of the members of the Jewish council 
were Gestapo agents’. 

Ger6 also tried to blame Jews for the 
murder of the Swedish diplomat Raoul 
Wallenberg who had tried to rescue 
Hungarian Jews from the Nazis. Despite 
this official persecution of the Jews, many 
people in Hungary continued to believe 
that “the Jews’ dominated the country. 

Antisemitic outbursts during the 1956 
uprising were largely confined to the 
underdeveloped northwest of Hungary. 
Afterwards, some tried to play these 
incidents down and ascribe them to the 
frustration of the people. 

Most Jews in 1956 were fearful more 
than anything else. Some supported the 
Communist regime while others, such as 
the Auschwitz survivor Angyal Istvan, 
were revolutionaries and later executed 
by the post-1956 Janos Kadar regime. 

After 1956 the party leadership under 
Kadar discussed whether to make 
antisemitism during the revolution an 
issue. They rejected the view of Gyérgy 
Marosan, a former social democrat, who 
stated, “we should ask the 25,000 Jews 
who fled from Hungary whether there was 
a counter revolution and a fascist danger’ 

In the event, the party decided not to 
discuss it further. Not so the leadership of 
the Jewish community, which put 





David Irving: revolt against Jewish oppressors 


forward candidates in the 1958 elections 
under the slogan “socialism or death’ 
Referring to the antisemitism in northwest 
Hungary in 1956 they argued, “there is no 
third way for Hungarian Jewry” 

The appalling ambivalence to 
antisemitism of the Moscow-installed 
Kadar regime was shown by the fact that 
it allowed Irving to visit Hungary in the 
1970s and even to scratch around in the 
archives of the Interior Ministry, a privilege 
denied to Hungarian _ historians. 
Interestingly, Irving's official guide on his 
tour through the files was Ervin Hollds, an 
influential historian of the so-called 
“counter revolution” who stood firmly on 
the side of repression in 1956. 

Irving expressed his thanks with a 600- 
page book in 1981 about the uprising, 
which he describes as a rebellion against 
“Jewish communism’. Irving's lack of 
credentials as a historian is clear from his 
errors. For example, he describes a non- 
Jewish communist politician, known for 
his antisemitism, as a Jew. 

Irving's opportunism is signified by the 
fact that the English edition of his book 
places the word “Jewish” against people's 
names, while in the German edition this 
description is absent. 

That there were some antisemitic 
incidents before the tanks of Soviet Union 
put down the revolution cannot and 
should not be denied but the suggestion 
that the mass resistance to the 
Communist regime was motivated by 
antisemitism is patently ridiculous. —~ 
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RESIDENTS HAVE vowed to 
continue their campaign to stop one of 
Germany’s foremost nazis from buying a 
vacant hotel in the small north German 
town of Delmenhorst, near Bremen, 
despite the owner's rejection of an offer 
by the local council to buy the property. 

In its fight against plans to set up a 
nazi training centre at the 100-room 
City Park Hotel, the town offered 
Ginter Mergel €2.5 million (41.7 
million), of which over €900,000 was 
donated by local people. 

This was less than the €3.4 million 
offer already lodged by Jurgen Rieger, a 
top fascist lawyer and would-be racial 
geneticist. Rieger, 59, a member of the 
nazi National Democratic Party (NPD) 
based in Hamburg, made the offer on 
behalf of the Wilhelm  Tietjen 
Foundation for Fertilisation, a shadowy 
outfit that promotes white racial purity 
and eugenics. The foundation is named 
after a rich Nazi from Bremen who died 


childless in 2002. 


GERMANY: New fight to block Rieger 


Registered in England and Wales at 
Companies House, it was dissolved on 
29 August 2006, reportedly for not 
filing accounts since 2003. Rieger owns 
property in Hamburg and Thuringia, a 
former German military building in 
Dérverden near Bremen, a disused 
cinema in Hameln, now up for sale on 
Ebay, and a country mansion and farm 
in Sweden. 

A broad alliance including the town 
council, residents’ group, churches, trade 
unions and anti-fascist groups has 
worked overtime to halt the sale to 
Rieger. The campaign, a model of how to 
organise, has been backed with “Rock 
against the Right” concerts, demonstra- 
tions and public statements from the 
German pop star Sarah Connor and the 
Werder Bremen football club. 

At the time of writing Mergel had 
given the town until 22 September to 
outbid Rieger. 


From Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 








CZECH REPUBLIC/HUNGARY: 


UN condemns forced sterilisation of Roma women 


THE UNITED Nations Committee 
on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women has criticised the 
Czech Republic and Hungary for 
allowing the coercive sterilisation of 
Roma women. 

The European Roma Rights Centre 
(ERRC), the League of Human Rights 
and Life Together welcomed a UN 
statement on the uninformed and 
involuntary sterilisation of Roma 
women in the Czech Republic and the 
lack of urgent action by the Czech 
Government to “adopt legislative 
changes on consent to sterilisation as 
well as to provide justice for victims of 





such acts undertaken without consent”. 

The Committee also noted social 
discrimination against Roma women, 
as well as the inadequacy of current 
Czech anti-discrimination laws. 

In a separate statement, the 
Committee condemned neighbouring 
Hungary for violations of international 
law in connection with the sterilisation 
of a Roma woman without her consent, 
in January 2001, by doctors at the 
Fehergyarmat hospital during an 
operation following a miscarriage. 
Although she was asked to sign forms 
giving her consent to this and other 
operations, she was not given a full 


explanation about the procedure, its 
nature, its risks and its consequences. 
It was only after the operation that the 
patient learnt she could not become 
pregnant again. Her claim for damages 
was first rejected and then upheld but 
she was refused any compensation. 

This is the second time that the 
Committee has found that Hungary 
broke the Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women. Its condemnations are 
part of its efforts to provide redress to 
victims of coercive sterilisation in 
several countries in central and eastern 
Europe. 

With acknowledgements to the 

European Roma Rights Centre, 
Budapest 





BELGIUM: Ijzerwake 
OVER 4,000 RIGHT-WING extrem- 


ists gathered in Steenstraete on 20 
August for the ljzerwake, the Flemish 
nationalist demonstration organised as a 
‘radical’ alternative to the traditional 
Tjzerbedevaart, which takes places a 
week later near Diksmuide. 

The Ijzerwake is largely an open-air 
festival for activists of the far-right 
Vlaams Belang (VB) and its satellites, 
despite the organising committee’s 
claims that the event is “Flemish but 
neutral”. As always, VB president Frank Tess, far-right 
celebrity Philip Dewinter (pictured) and a VB MP were among 
the guests. 

The gathering is a magnet for international friends with 
Dutch, German and French nazis turning up for the occasion. 
Last year activists of the Dutch nazi Nationale Alliantie 
(National Alliance) were spotted. A member of that delegation is 
now in prison for setting fire to a mosque in Rotterdam. 
The Ijzerwake provides far-right militants with an amalgam of 
drum bands, parades, flags, uniforms, nationalist chants and 
extreme nationalist speeches. 

This year’s turnout was lower than in previous years but included 
a large delegation of Flemish Waffen SS veterans. The reduced 
participation has affected media interest, which this year was nil. 

Afterwards, hardcore nationalists complained on the internet 
that the ljzerwake was old-fashioned and boring. 

From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet-Résistance 
in Brussels 





SWEDEN: Racism lite delivers limited poll gains 
THREE XENOPHOBIC PARTIES fielded candidates in the 


elections on 17 September offering voters a light, medium and 
full version of racist politics. None of them made it into 
parliament but provisional results give them a combined total of 
about 200 seats on local councils compared to 53 in 2002. 

Away from the fringe, the conservative Right Alliance beat the 
former government of Social Democrats, green and left parties by 
a 1.9% margin. 

The most extreme outfit was the National Socialist Front 
founded in 1999 on Hitler’s birthday. The NSF wants a total halt 
to immigration and to preserve the “Nordic race”. No preliminary 
voting figures for the NSF were available but in 2002 it got a 
pitiful 208 votes and no seats. 

The National Democrats, formed in 2001 in a split from the 
more populist Sweden Democrats, touted “medium racist 
politics” by calling for an end to immigration and the segregation 
of Swedish citizens with foreign backgrounds, starting with 
separate schools and housing areas. The ND aims for eventual 
repatriation. Again no preliminary figures were available but 
in 2002 the party got 9,248 votes and four seats on two 
local councils. 

The biggest threat came from the Sweden Democrats which 
adopted a “racism Jie? approach in its sixth general election 
campaign since 1988. The SD has switched from using racist 
terminology to talking about “ethnicity” to market its calls for a 
stop to immigration, though it describes immigration as “a threat 
to the Swedish nation’. 

The SD won about 200 seats on more than 80 local councils 
and became the third to fourth largest party on three of them, 
including Landskrona in the south of Sweden with 22.3% of the 
vote. Nationally, the SD is estimated to have 1.9%. In 1998 
the SD got 20,000 votes, rising to 76,300 in 2002. 

From EG for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


GERMANY: 
New nazi election breakthrough 


Elections in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Berlin on 
17 September have brought more success for the nazi 
National Democrats (NPD). In Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, the NPD got almost 60,000 votes 
(7.3%). Six NPD members led by Udo Pastérs will now 
represent the party in the regional parliament. 

The Mecklenburg-Vorpommern result is the second 
regional breakthrough for the NPD, which has merged 
forces with the militant nazis in the northeast of 
Germany. In September 2004 the NPD won 12 seats in 
the Saxon regional assembly with over 9% of the vote. 

In Berlin, the NPD got 2.3 % leaving the far-right 
Republikaner on the margins with 0.9%. While the 
NPD will not be represented in the Berlin state 
parliament, it will have a total of 11 seats on four 
of the 12 borough councils in the German capital. 
Among those elected are well known nazi activists. 

In Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Berlin, the NPD 
held a large number of small public meetings in towns 
and villages in which it tried to present itself as a 
political alternative. This was only possible with the 
support of non-NPD nazi networks that have been 
active in both regions for many years and have 
maintained a high profile, producing and distributing 
leaflets regularly. 

NPD supporters also launched violent attacks on 
campaigners and meetings of other parties and ripped 
down their posters. In Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, the 
NPD did best in the areas near the Polish border. 
One of the first statements Pastors made after the 
election results were announced was that the NPD will 
go ahead with its demand for the restoration of 
Germany’s prewar frontiers. 

These developments are a serious challenge to 
anti-fascists across Germany as they indicate that 
the fascist movement is building up a social base. 
As in Saxony, where the NPD has built up an efficient 
propaganda machine since entering the state 
parliament, the fascists will again get their hands on 
huge financial resources. 


From Michael Klein for EnoughisEnough and 
Antifa-Net in Schwerin 
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Nazis guarded Lidl stores 


Revelations by the German public sector trade union ver.di have helped force 
the giant multinational discount grocery chain Lidl to stop employing nazis as 
security guards at its shops in Spain. Ver.di’s disclosures emerged from its 
research into Lidl’s anti-union practices across Europe. Ver.di research group 


member Andreas Hamann unravels the threads. 


José Luis Roberto Navarro calls himself 
the head of security at Levantina de 
Seguridad. 

This company, which he also owns, 
was hired to guard Lidl’s stores in the 
Spanish province of Valencia. In his 
home town everyone knows Navarro, 
who for many years has been a driving 
force behind attempts to unite the 
Spanish far right. He claims to be a 
patriot and democrat, but his party, 
Espafia 2000, is behind a stream of 
racist slogans that are having a 
dangerous effect on society. 

Tamara was shocked when she 
entered the Lid| store in her home town 
of Mislata in Valencia on 9 May this 
year and recognised the Levantina 
security guard. “We approached 
the guard and heard him insulting the 
victims of National Socialism in front 
of all the employees and the customers. 
He kept saying he was a nazi and would 
remain one until his dying day.” 

A black sheep in an otherwise 
respectable company? A look behind 


the scenes of Navarro’s company 
revealed quite a different picture 
because, it turned out, Levantina is an 
important link in the European far- 
right network. 

In Navarro’s office in the Pasaje 
Ruzafa is a bust of the fascist general 
Francisco Franco who led a putsch 
against the government of the Spanish 
Republic in 1936, plunged the country 
into a civil war that claimed countless 
lives, forged an alliance with Hitler, and 
ruled the country as a dictator for nearly 
four decades. 

As a broad section of Spain's 
conservative upper class still honours 
the dictator, owning a bust of Franco is 
not unusual, but Navarro provided us 
with a few ideological “gems” about his 
own political convictions. 

In spring 2003 Navarro launched 
a campaign against immigrants, 
claiming that Europe had to prepare 
itself to fight a “barbarian invasion”. 
His internet chat with young activists 
from his party and the far-right 





umbrella organisation, Spanish Front, 
revealed a lot about the way he thinks, 
with his claims that “... we need a 
coherent population policy, we need 
to repopulate Europe with young 
white people”. 

The real barbarians, however, were 
those who participated in the internet 
chat room and asked questions under 
such names as SkinGirl88, Adolfo15 
and Odhin88. The number 15 is code 
for the mass murderer Adolf Eichmann 
(A and E being the first and fifth letters 
of the alphabet), who was responsible 
for mass deportations to Auschwitz, 
while 88 stands for Heil Hitler. 

None of this bothers Navarro, who 
continues to use the chat room to 
canvass for himself, his party and 
political unity with General Franco’s 
Falange. In one exchange he said that 
although there were differences of 
opinion between them, “their views 
on policy were not that far apart”. 
“Adolf Eichmann” then asked what he 
thought about national socialism. 
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Without hesitating Navarro replied: 

“National socialism was a very topical 

ideology at the time, but today it would 

need to be substantially overhauled”. 
He went on to say that 





in too much nazi nostalgia. “Our 
ideological principles are rooted in a 
modern and populist movement,” he 
has said on television debates, but 
Espafia 2000 rants against illegal 
immigration and has helped boost 
militant racism, using slogans such as 
“Spaniards First”. He has been at the 
forefront of racist raids on Ruzafa, a 
largely immigrant district where 
residents are regularly attacked and 
insulted. 

These incidents started in 1997. 
The attackers included members of the 
Falange, which has now split, though 
this has not stopped the anti-foreigner 
violence. But not all “foreigners” are 
unwelcome. In 2002 Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, the leader of the French National 
Front, with which Espafia 2000 
maintains close ties, visited his Spanish 

friends. And according to 


had he been born in the “We werent Navarro, his friends in the 
early half of the 20th Falange were responsible 
century, he would probably aware of the for cooperation with the 
have been a Nazi, but that situation German nazi National 


he was not one. But he 
quickly revealed his true 
colours by declaring, “If 
national socialism could 
regenerate Europe, I 
would seriously consider 


“We employed the In 
company a little 
over a year ago, 

primarily in 


Democratic Party. 

Valencia, Espafia 
2000's so-called Depart- 
ment for Protection and 
Security — a title copied 
from Le Pen’s strong-arm 


applying for membership”. Valencia, but we squad -— was heavily 

Navarro has many faces. knew nothing involved in attempts to 
He: ‘claims)sto> bean about the political organise attacks on anti- 
educationalist but is also a background fascists. Many of | its 
lawyer, in which capacity * £ a members are employees of 
he advises the Association Dont forget that Levantina. Their leader is 


of Brothel Owners 
(ANELA). He has written 
guest columns in Levante, 
but got his comeuppance 
at the end of 2005 when 


the Levantina 

company also 
provides security 
services to state 


Miguel Roberto, — the 
junior boss of the security 
company. 

Navarro’s company car- 
ries on a number of 


that paper published an institutions. business activities, includ- 
exposé under the title Hadweknownthe ing the sale of security and 
“Organised Fascism and situation at the espionage technology and 
Prostitution”. “Roberto” beginning, we the provision of training. 
reported the paper, “owns The security team for the 
one of the largest security would have reacted Lid} stores was headed, 
companies in Spain, the quite differently. until June purportedly, by 
Levantina de Seguridad. We intend to José Angel Moreno, a 


The company has been 
indicted on numerous 
occasions for bodily harm, 


cease working with 
this company in 


Levantina manager who 
attended an anti-guerrilla 
training course in Peru 


and many of his employees June 2006.” organised by the Los 
are in jail for drug Thomas Oberle, Sinchis death squad, a 
trafficking, causing bodily PLY ok special unit that has been 
harm, kidnapping and os a bing responsible for murdering 
stealing weapons from 29 May 2006. dozens of indigenous 


the Nato base in Bétera, 
as information obtained from the 
Ministry of the Interior reveals.” 


Racial assaults 
Navarro is also a political chameleon 
who now claims it is wrong to indulge 


indios and guilty of the 

many of worst human rights violations 
committed in the 1980s and 1990s. 

“We have acquired theoretical and 

practical know-how, as well as the 

physical skills needed to combat 

subversion,” the Lidl security chief 
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What is Lidl? 


Lidl, the discount chain 
flagship of the highly secretive 
German-based Schwarz Retail 
Group, is Europe's seventh 
biggest shopping outlet. 


H Employing almost 100,000 
people in 7,500 Lidl and 
Kaufland stores in 23 European 
countries, the Schwarz Group 
has become a byword for 
profitability with a total turnover 
of more than €40 billion (£27 
billion). It is also a byword for 
violation of workers’ rights, 
union-busting and trampling on 
health and safety standards. 


@ Since Lidl first came to the 
UK in 1994, it has grown to 390 
stores employing around 5,000 
staff. Its UK turnover in 2004 was 
£1.9 billion. The company was 
expecting to open 30 to 40 new 
stores this year and aims to have 
500 by 2010. 





proudly wrote in the July 2005 edition 
of his company magazine Nosotros about 
his training in the Mazamari jungle, 
where the US Green Berets special 
forces once built an army training base. 
The type of people with whom he 
mixed was made clear a few years ago 
when a remorseful Mazamari officer 
who had belonged to this deadly 
commando unit admitted, “Sinchis are 
brainwashed and when you join you 
have to be prepared to kill your own 
father or mother”. 

Challenged by veri about its 
appalling practice of employing nazis, 
Thomas Oberle, a spokesperson for 
Lidl, said: “We employed the company a 
little over a year ago, primarily in 
Valencia, but we knew nothing about the 
political background. Don't forget that 
the Levantina company also provides 
security services to state institutions. 
Had we known the situation at the 
beginning, we would have reacted quite 
differently. We intend to cease working 
with this company in June 2006.” ~<a 


For further information read: Black Book 
Lidl Europe, 2y Andreas Hamann + 
Research Group, English Edition: €14, 90, 
P&P extra, ISBN 3-932349-22-9 


Orders: manuela. broemert@verdi.de 
Tel: + 49 30 69 56 27 38. 
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FN taps into popular racism 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A NEW BILL ANNOUNCED by the 
centre-left government of Romano 
Prodi to grant citizenship to 
immigrants who have lived in Italy for 
five years has sparked a racist campaign 
by the xenophobic Northern League 
and the fascist Forza Nuova. “The 
granting of citizenship to the Bingo- 
bongos is tantamount to a coup détat” 
said Roberto Calderoli, a leading 
representative of the Northern League 
who sits in the Senate. Bingo-bongo is a 
racist insult that originates in cartoons 
popular under the Mussolini regime 
which depicted blacks in straw skirts 
playing drums. 

It is difficult to imagine any other 
country where a Senator could use this 
sort of language without causing an 
uproar. But in Italy this is normal. 
The media show little interest. 
There were no protests. The inference 
is that if people in a position of 
public responsibility are free to use 
racist language, so can anyone else. 
The sometimes worrying indifference 
at public displays of nazi-fascist 
sentiments was underlined last month 
in a letter to The New York Times from 
an American tourist who noticed a 
swastika painted on a wall in Lucca, 
northern Italy, and waited in vain for it 
to be removed. It was the letter that 
made news in Italy rather than the 
offensive graffiti. 

Opposition to the new bill will be 
fierce, announced Calderoli. “We shall 
mount a massive campaign against this 
law. We will ask people to come out into 
the piazzas to attend public 
demonstrations. There will be war in 
the Senate when the law is discussed. 
I spent August practising with my 
stunt gun”. 

Isabella Bertolini, an MP in Silvio 
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia party, voiced 
fears that these new citizens would be 
allowed to vote in elections. “The law 
might enable Muslims to form their 
own parties,” she declared. “We could 
see them playing major roles in 
municipal coalitions ... this could lead 
to a catastrophe for the Nation.” For the 
FN, predictably, the issue is one of 





“blood”. The bill proposes citizenship 
based on jus so/i (law of the soil) instead 
of the present jus sanguinis (law of the 
blood), which the FN says would be 
simply intolerable. It warned: “We are 
calling all Italians who care about the 
future of the country to prepare 
themselves to fight a battle without 
quarter and mobilise for a referendum 
to defeat plans to turn Italy into a Third 
World country”. 

Up to 20 million people take part in 
referenda in Italy. There are already 
many signs that the racists will try to 
win support by equating immigrants 
with delinquency and the terrorist 
threat. The danger is that the media 
may end up giving succour to racists. 
Anyone who opens an_ Italian 
newspaper can see that when foreigners 
are involved in crimes it is their 
nationality that makes the news, usually 
splashed across massive headlines. Last 
summer, for weeks on end, readers were 
given daily reports about two crimes 
committed by Asians in Brescia, 
northern Italy. Even the grimmest 
details were quickly exhausted, but what 
remained newsworthy was the foreign 
origin of those sought by the police. 

The FN tapped into the mood 
created by such reporting when it 
concluded that the crimes showed 
“without question that the permissive 
immigration laws and the new Prodi 
plan to give immigrants citizenship will 
lead Italy to an unparallel ethnic chaos. 
With its extremely high percentage of 
immigrants, Brescia presents the case of 
a city without borders and a prime 
example of a model of society in which 
our homes and our women will be 
continually raped.” It issued a grisly 
leaflet showing a pair of spidery 
coloured hands reaching for the body of 
a white woman, bearing the slogan, “No 
citizenship to foreigners. Do not touch 
our women’. FN militants gathered in 
Brescia to stage a rally styling 
themselves as Civic Committees for the 
Defence of Italy, a kind of National 
Guard or fascist militia. 

One wonders whether the FN was 
not graphically expressing paramilitary 








Roberto Calderoli, Northern League senator 





intentions in another initiative called 
Campo d’Azione (Action Camp), a 
three-day event held at the end of 
last month in Viterbo, near Rome. 
The poster advertising the “camp” 
depicted an ancient statue of an athlete 
throwing a discus. Or was it meant to 
connote a warrior launching a weapon? 

Curiously the poster displayed a 
naked male, probably the first to appear 
in the fascist inspired propaganda of 
this ultra-catholic homophobic outfit 
that never misses an opportunity to 
attack gays. Only last summer 27 
FN militants were arrested when they 
violently tried to prevent a gay 
pride rally in Catania, southern Italy. 
“Forza Nuova has the moral duty. to 
oppose gay pride rallies in an attempt to 
bring about a climate in which such 
rallies are definitely forbidden,” read a 
notice on the FN website. 

The © cule::(/of masculinity,’ so 
reminiscent of the Mussolini regime, 
emerges in another initiative from the 
FN branch in Tuscany. In a scathing 
attack on a government plan to extend 
bird sanctuaries in parts of the region, it 
defended local hunters, describing them 
as “examples of masculine beauty” and 
“human normality”. 

Constantly seeking to ingratiate itself 
to groups in society who have 
grievances, be it hunters in Tuscany or 
taxi drivers in Rome, the FN has now 
pledged support to “traders, hotel 
owners and tourist operators” in Sicily, 
said to have lost up to half their income 
because of bad publicity caused by the 
landings of illegal immigrants along the 
coast. The FN’s strategy is clear: detect 
the real or imagined grievance in 
whatever form it manifests itself, send 
in a number of militants to show 
solidarity and proclaim itself as the only 
force that can help. ~= 





Racist pogrom hits Karelia 


Mara Viadimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow and Bruno for 
Anti-fascist Motive and Antifa-Net in St Petersburg report 


A SUDDEN OUTBURST of racial 
violence in Kondopoga in the 
northwestern province of Karelia at 
the beginning of September has again 
highlighted the rising danger of 
racism and fascism in Russia. 

The events that were to turn into a 
full-scale pogrom started on the last 
night in August when drunken 
Russians, including the convicted hit- 
man Sergei Mozgalev, refused to pay 
their bill in a local bar/restaurant, the 
Chayka, owned by a non-Russian, and 
insulted and assaulted its staff. 

Bar staff summoned the help of three 
carloads of Chechen heavies who 
immediately attacked everybody there, 
stabbing two people to death and 
injuring a dozen others. Although local 
police had been well aware of the fracas, 
they did not intervene. Their negligence 
turned out to be very costly. 

Kondopoga, situated on the shores 
of the scenic Lake Onega, is a small 
town of 37,000 people. Word of the 
incident spread quickly, giving the cue 
for fascists to whip up an already 
heated atmosphere to boiling point. 


The Movement Against _ Illegal 
Migration (DPNI) and its leader, 
Alexander Belov, got involved 


immediately, smelling an opportunity 
to become local heroes. 

Belov, a former activist of the ultra- 
nationalist Pamyat movement and 
aide to an MP belonging to Vladimir 
Zhirinivosky’s Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia (LDPR), turned up with 
200 of his supporters intent on 
instigating violence. 

The day after the stabbings, the 
DPNI flooded Kondopoga with leaflets 
urging people to “sweep all illegal 
immigrants out of town” and “prevent 
immigrants from dominating the 
market”, With the local branch of 
the LDPR, it called for a picket line 
at the entrance to Kondopoga’s 
market on 2 September. Fearing the 
worst, dozens of Chechens, who 
comprise a substantial part of 
Kondopoga’s Caucasian community, 
fled the town while other Caucasians 
went into hiding. 


Encouraged by the fascist travelling 
circus from Moscow, groups of angry 
people launched attacks on_ local 
businesses owned by people of 
Caucasian origin. A mob of about 70 
attacked the Chayka and fights broke 
out between Caucasians and Russians. 

Matters worsened when a grocery 
store and a gambling house 
belonging to Caucasians were 
destroyed and there was an attempt 
to torch the market place. Although 
the local police did not react to the 
violence, the authorities in nearby 
Petrozavodsk ordered elite OMON 
riot police units to Kondopoga. 
A group of drunken nazi skinheads 
from St Petersburg, apparently on 
their way to Kondopoga, were 
arrested in Petrozavodsk. 

On 2 September, 2,000 residents 
including the town's mayor rallied to a 
meeting in the town centre to 
demand the eviction of all Caucasians 
and Asians within 24 hours. 

Belov was the main _ speaker. 
Manipulating the crowd was easy for 
him and his cronies who incited them 
to go on a racist rampage, encouraged 
by the fact that the local authorities 
had revoked the Chayka’s licence and 
had given illegal immigrants three days 
to leave Kondopoga permanently. 

In a racist frenzy the crowd marched 
to the Chayka to finish off what had 
been started earlier. A mob of alcohol- 
fuelled young people set fire to the 
bar, wrecked market kiosks belonging 
to Caucasian traders and even 
attacked Chechen business premises 
in a nearby village. 

As aresult, most of the Caucasians in 
Kondopoga fled, almost 200 escaping 
to Petrozavodsk. When OMON troops 
finally intervened on Saturday 
evening, the centre of Kondopoga was 
like a battlefield. Over 100 rioters were 
arrested, a curfew was imposed and 
alcohol sales banned. 

Anti-Caucasian meetings led by the 
DPNI continued, however, with 
gatherings in Petrozavodsk and 
Olonets. The local administration 
assured the minority communities 





that nobody would be expelled from 
the region but at the same time 
promised to close down Chechen 
businesses. The police are reportedly 
holding the Chechens suspected of 
the Chayka_ killings. Nevertheless, 
Kondopoga is still at boiling point and 
meetings of outraged residents are 
still taking place. Still untouched by 
the authorities, the DPNI has resumed 
its propaganda. 

Sociologists and journalists are 
trying to work out why Kondopoga, 
previously regarded as among the 
most tolerant places in Russia, could 
so dramatically explode into ethnic 
conflict. 

In this political climate, anti-fascists 
cannot make themselves dependent 
on the state and their courageous 
attempt, attacked by the police, to 
occupy the venue of an anti-Caucasian 
picket in Petrozavodsk on 9 September 
shows the way forward. ~ 


=< VOTEHOPE 
a OVER HATE 


—~@ Searchlight 


Back Numbers available 
icelaamiitcla@alm nosesee 


£2 each post free 


(@ si-ro[U[=s of-)7-19)(=1 0) si-t-|celaii(e| ais 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
Tel: 020 7681 8660 
Fax: 020 7681 8650 











<2) International 





Xenophobia and the battle for Congress 


By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


VOTERS WILL PUNCH their chads 
and pull their levers on 7 November in 
every district and every state from 
Hawaii to New York, but the fight for 
control of the United States Congress is 
actually being engaged largely on the 
battlefields of Iraq and the border with 
Mexico. Backed into a corner by 
President Bush’s declining poll returns 
and growing opposition to the 
administration’s policies in Iraq, most 
Republican candidates are running 
campaigns based on a hardline defence 
of death and destruction along the 
Euphrates. In the opposite corner, 
nativist Republicans, many of whom 
oppose Bush on the war, are wielding 
the issue of immigration as if it is the 
only club that can strike down their 
foes. They are campaigning against 
anyone — Democrat or Republican - 
who does not agree that the way to solve 
the so-called problem of “illegal aliens” 
is by building a concrete and steel fence, 
increasingly «militarised patrols and 
punishing brown-skinned, Spanish- 
speaking workers who are already well 
settled in the USA. 

Born in the hothouses of white 
nationalism, the anti-immigrant 
movement received a big boost in 2004, 
when voters in Arizona voted in a 
referendum to deny social services to 
working people without documents. 
The following April the Minutemen 
started armed vigilante patrols on the 
border and received millions of dollars 
worth of free publicity in the process. 
Then a caucus in the House of 
Representative pushed an “immigration 
reform” bill that would have resulted in 
mass deportations. An alternative piece 
of legislation was passed in the Senate 
(with the support of President Bush) 
that would have created a “guest 
worker” programme and a narrow eyelet 
for a path towards citizenship. The anti- 
immigrant Republicans refused to bend 
under pressure from Bush and a 
stalemate has resulted. Now the 


nativists are carrying their campaign 
into the congressional elections. 

In a signal primary race in Arizona’s 
8th District, Randy Graf, a Minuteman 





favourite, campaigned against the 
Republican establishment’s favourite son. 
Graf was one of the few candidates who 
received early financial support from 
anti-immigrant political action 
committees (PACs) and in a state where 
border crossings have become a big issue, 
he defeated the more moderate 
Republican. He still must face a 
Democrat in November. But the nativists’ 
ability to bloody their Republican 
colleagues first is a sign of the growing 
intensity of the anti-immigrant 
movement. “Graf’s biggest obstacle in 
November will not be his Democratic 
opponent, but the damaged egos” of his 
Republican primary —_— opposition, 
Representative Tom Tancredo wrote. 
Minuteman executive Chris Simcox 
called Graf’s primary victory win, “a 
message to out of touch politicians”. 

The Minuteman Civil Defense Corps 
has grown rapidly over the past 18 
months. It has established a mailing list 
of 150,000 names — most of whom are 
donors — and an estimated $1.6 million 
(£860,000) in contributions, according 
to press reports. Simcox has ceded 
control over the funds to a DC-based 
corporation called Declaration Alliance, 
headed by Alan Keyes. Despite Keyes’s 
long history on the furthest edges of 
Beltway conservatism (he was a paid 
lobbyist for the South African apartheid 
regime, among other things), large 
swaths of the Minuteman grass 
roots have protested against the move. 
They want their money to pay for night- 
vision goggles and ready-to-eat meals on 
the border, not three-drink dinners on 
Capitol Hill. Nevertheless, new chapters 
of the Minutemen form every month 
and their pull in the electoral sphere may 
be mightier than their vigilante patrols 
in the Arizona desert. 

One of the nativist PACs, Americans 
for Better Immigration, is promoting a 
list of 96 races where strong anti- 
immigrant candidates are running for 
higher office. Not every election can be 
won by targeting “illegals”, however. 
In a Utah Republican primary race, 
the incumbent, Representative Chris 
Cannon, was challenged by John Jacob, 


who claimed that Cannon's support 
for citizenship for undocumented 
workers violated Reaganesque principles. 
Jacob received significant support from 
the state party against its own 
incumbent as well as from anti- 
immigrant PACs including “Team 
America”, chaired by Bay Buchanan and 
founded by Tancredo. Despite these 
efforts Jacob lost the election. 

State referenda designed to motivate 
nativist voters in Washington and 
Colorado did not qualify for ballot 
status. In Washington State they failed 
to collect the requisite number of 
petition signatures, according to 
the Center for New Community. 
In Colorado a number of key state 
Democratic Party officials caved in 
before the campaign had really started. 
They negotiated a “compromise” with 
the Republican Party that essentially 
enacted many of the same anti- 
immigrant measures in the legislature, 
but without the measure coming to a 
vote in November. If the Colorado 
Democrats thought that they could 
“win” by losing, they were wrong. 
With similar referenda in the wings 
in Arkansas and ‘Tennessee, the 
xenophobes are likely to think they can 
push the Democrats over simply by 
making a lot of noise and winning an 
opinion poll. 

Regardless of who wins next month's 
elections, white nationalist cadres will 
continue picketing stores that hire 
brown-skinned Spanish speaking 
workers and armed vigilantes will 
continue to percolate in cities and small 
towns across the country. And the issue 
is almost guaranteed to pull large 
numbers of racist voters to the polls in 
the 2008 Republican presidential 
primaries. Tancredo has all but 
announced his candidacy. He will take 
up where Pat Buchanan left off in 1996. 
Hopefully, anti-racists and anti-fascists 
will have learned a few lessons of their 
own by then. <q 


B A collection of Leonard Zeskind's 
Stateside articles can be found on 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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2. 


It was 
identity. 
Black struggle was best 
reflected in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s in the 
Asian Youth Movements. 
Beginning with the Southall 
Youth Movement in 1976, Asian 
Youth Movements soon spread 
| across the country. 
The guiding principle was 
secularism and the need to link up 
with wider social struggles. 
While the AYM’s_ were 
dominated by men, some local 


a very British 
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groups, such as the Bolton AYM cam- 
paigned heavily for women’s liberation, 
especially within the Muslim religion. 

The AYMs declined in the mid-1980s 
through a combination of a general 
demise of the left, the incorporation of 
some of its activists into community 
work and the rise of religious identity. 

Secularism was replaced by 
communalism. 

Nowhere was this more evident 
than Bradford, where the Salman 
Rushdie affair ignited a new Muslim 
political consciousness. The collapse 
of the Soviet Union, and the old East v 
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West ideological battle, opened up 
pandora’s box on nationalist and 
religious strife. 

By the time the Twin Towers were 
attacked in 2001 and President Bush 
declared his war on_ terrorism, 
communal politics was already in the 
ascendancy. It was now given a 
violent edge. 

Building a decent, harmonious 
society, where people of all religions 
and noe can live together, requires a 
return to secularism. For that reason, 
we celebrate Black History Month and 
the political concept of ‘Black’ ~=q 





